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BOARD OF CONTROL

President Mr, Don Crabbs 1827 Millbrook SE L452-3586

Vice~-President Mr. James Van Vuren 3281 5, “ivision 538-0826
Grendville
Secretary Mr, Richard Van Beek 1227 W, Leonsrd 459-39073
Treasurer MEe Robt, Tennis 1150 Ball NE GL 8-7827
Historian Mrs. Davena Lett 1117 Walsh SE CH 3-6588
Past President Mrse. Nellie Mead 334 Briarwood SE L59-2016
Iiaison Rep. D, HobtesiB, Spikth 1445 Breton SE 949-4093
Bdaror Viesi, Folsb, Bl Sl el 1445 Breton SE 9U9-LL093
Board Members frd, Biliizabetll Eivelefiela Ml 300 Bindern B,
Marne, Mich, OR 7-3386
Mrs. Ruth Steele 828 Port Sheldon Rd.
Jenison, Mich, 457-1457
Mrs. Harriet Ross 1017 Charolette NW GL 3-1892
e, Ve Bogs 1lol7 Charolette NW GL 3-1892
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The Grand Rapids Mineral Soclety is a Non-Profit Corporation
affiliated with the Midwest Federation and the American Feder-
ation of Mineral Soclieties.

Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 8:00 PM
2t the Grand Bapids Publiec Museum, Multi-Purpese room, Bast Bullding.
Summer meetings at various parks as announced.

Vembership dues are $3.00 per year for a family, $2.00 for single
sdult, and $1.00 for students under 18 yevrs of age, Dues are
paysble to Treasurer-year is from September 1 through August 31
of the follwong year.

Advertising is the GLACTAL DRIFTER is at lthe rate of $3.00 per
HeSilic, Seprenmben Sarensh Moy enid g,

i peterni ol Bod pibil leaiti o Shae e Tm Aenc hemds on bl BRITHOR
no later than the Wednesday after the regular monthly BOARD OF
CONTROL meeting which ig the third week of the month.

Permission to reprint srticles appearing hn the GLACIAL DRIFTER
IS HEREBY GRANTED, PROPER CREDIT IS GIVENG
fember--National Bulletin Editors Association,
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b Q@ NOV. 8, 8 p.n., Museun East Bldg., SILENT AUCTION
e L (Important details on Page 2)
B sy o NOV.1l, Museum, LES PEARL JR. ROCKHOUNDS, 9 a.m. regis.
e e (Important details on Page 2)
NOV.13, 8 p.m. Board of Control, R.B.Smith,1445 Breton $.E.
§OV.15, 8 p.m., LAPIDARY GROUP, H.Tchozeski,29ll Edge-
o wood N.E. See how Henry has progressed with the
Cé; iz) carving he was demonstrating; bring your own att-~
3 enpts for help and evaluation.
NOV.29, 8 p.nm.,MINTRAL GROUP, Fay Reed,425 Lafayette N.E.

—

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Sy .

Hats off to Larry Fegel for his excellent talk, movies and dlides of
his Higgins Loke Conservation Camp experiences this summe®. Again it's
obwvious that the clubl's scholarship to the camp is 2 good investment. And
Larry, again we wznt to thank you for all your efforts with the Junior group.
Your comments concerning an instructor for the !'67-!'68 program were apprec—
isted very nuch.

How about you, club member? Wouldn't you like the opportunity to work
with an eager group of youngsters on Saturday mornings? If you are inter-
ested, plense contact your president or any member of the Board of Centrol.
This ig a very worthwhile project and you will he given help whenever asked.
That's a promise.

Did you notice the hags of Michigan rocks and fossils handed out to our
new members? This is the result of Elaine Smith's idea and efforts. The
materials are unidentified, the idea being that if the new member doesn't
know what a pilece is, he or she will have to ask snother club member, and
thus become better acquainted. Good idea, Elaine.

A number of suggestions have heen made as to how we can increase our
nembership. Some of these are as follows: Dick VanBeek suggests a special
outside speaker once or twice a year. This has been discussed by your Board
of Control and will “e accomplished. Dick also suggests that former members
be contacted and asked to rejoin the club.

Better publicity is another suggestion. Most churches and schools have
weekly or monthly publications which will accept notices about activities in
the city. Won't you insert a notice in your church or school bulletin about
the club? How a2bout posters displayed in stores or schools? Anyone have
the talent? The club will furnish the materials.

Next month is one of "the" big meetings of the yesar-—our annual silent
auction. Please contribute lots of rocks and bring bundles of money. Invite
your friends z2long (with their pocketbooks) too. They'll enjoy it.

Don Crabbs




-G.R.M.S. HAS BUSY SEASON OF
EVENTS, ACTIVITIES AHEAD

Our famed Silent Auction, the sterting of our Junior Group, a promised
Christmas Party, special prograns designed to help you know what sort of
equipment might be best for tumbling, lapidary work or mineral identifice~
tion ~- these are some of the things “eing planned for the next few months.

SILENT AUCTION, Nov. 8 -~ We need three things from each of you:
material to sell, a willingness to huy, and some cookies (coffee will be
provided free, cookies will be 5¢ ea.) Material: surely every club
nember could and should find or buy at least one slab, specimen or desir-
able material of some kind for the club auction. If at all possible, get
it to one of the chairmen before the meeting (Don Crebhs, 1827 Millbrook
S.E.: Jin VanVuren, 3281 S. Division in Grandville; Max Ross, 1017 Char—
lotte N.W.; or Boh Teunis, 1150 Ball N.E.) Material for the Connoisseur's
Ta»le should have a nminimum value (bid) of $3, and may be reclaimed if not
gsold by the end of the evening (we mean of at least $3--it could be more).
All other material remains the property of the club and is usually used
for prizes and for our rock table sales preceding each meeting. The chair-
men enphasize that this is our only money-raising event, with the expenses
of such things as the Glacial Drifter, our March Show, and our Higgins Lake
Scholarship being dependent upon its success. Your editor would like to
add, however, that it works both ways -— and she always finds the auction
not only exciting and lots of fum, but a source of real bargains in unususl
and varied materisl. So bring your friends--and please donate cookies,too!

LES PEARL JUNIOR ROCKHOUNDS -— We really niss Larry Fegel's dedication
and responsibility in taking over the Junior group completely last year,
and it has been hard to find busy adults who can match that kind of time.
However, in answer to Larry's moving plea for continuity in handling this
group, Nellie Mead and Ruth Steele have volunteered to take the group for
the first month. The class is open to any youngster between the ages of
9 and 15 years (enrollment will prohably be limited to 35 members). Dues
for the 20-week course will be $2.00. The Conservation Dept's "Rocks =nd
Minerals of Michigan" will be used a2s the hasic teaching text, and Nellie
will try to break it down into sppropriate sections to cover the 20 weeks,
with associated field trips, etc. The course will start on Saturday,

Nove. 11, wkth Registration from 9-10 a.m., and class from 10-12. As was
done last year, 5 or 6 of the group will be selected each week, on a rota—
ting basis, to bring s hag lunch and stay for twe hours of lapidary
instruction in the afternoon, so that all may gain some experience in
cutting and polishing stones. WE STILL NEED LEADERS AND HELP WITH THIS
GROUP, help with field trips, etc. We are proceeding on faith, and we
know you won't let us down. How about some of you men volunteering NOW?

CHRISTMAS PARTY'S A-COMIN!--Wonderful potluck supper, plus gifts,
plus a marvelous progrsm you'll never forget ! Save the date~-Dec. 13!

WE!'VE HAD RENUESTS for more information on how to get started with
rock work, what equipment to get, etc. We'lre planning several special
programs built around this in the near futurs, including possible pre~
neeting lapidary demonstrations on the Museum ecuipment used by the
Juniors, and a "Basement Field Trip" to show what some of our members have,
use and do. More information next month.
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GETTING TO KNOW -~ WHO? ~- WHY, YOU-ALL ! ~

Richsrd VanBeek is a new Board of Control member who hnas taken en the
duties of secretary for that group. If you haven't hrd a chance to meet him,
get acquainted at the next meeting--he's a most enthusiastic and interested
club memder.....You'll be hearing more about our club in the future. We're
working toward bDetiter publicity-—newspaper stories, of course, dut also
special signs, interest sheets, special classes and coursss, and a club
brochure to be given out at schools, other clubg, shows, etc.....lLarry
Fezel will sosn be joining the Coast Guard. Our very best wishes go with
him--and do send us 2 bit of news about yourself from time to time, Larry..
.+.Bgther Hall was last nmonth's lucky winner of the Petoskey stone jewelry
donated by Jerry Morris. Other winners included Beb Teumis, who got W,
Iteen's fire agate; Nellie Mead, winning Dr. Rose's horn coral specimen;
Jay Baar, with the Merrick's black jaspilite; and Dora Hurd, who got the
pretty plant given hy garden expert Neliie Mead.....Among the welcome visi~
tors at the @ctober meeting were Mr. =nd Mrs. George Arnold and sons, Mrs.
Willen Clous, Keverne Kennedy, and A. J. Otlewski, who is a member of the
Rock Exchange Club in Dearborn Heights. Mr. Otlewski makes it a practise,
whenever he has a business trip, to consult the Midwest Federation Direct-
ory and see if there isn’t a reock club meeting in that vicinity. Says he
meets lots of interesting people and hes a far more entertaining evening
than sitting in a hotel reom. On learning of our coming Silent Auction, he
promptly “rought in s numher of specimens of the meterial sometimes kmown
as Fordite, which he gave to the club. This highly colorful material is
conmposed of many different layers of automobile enamels as they cellect on
the drying racks at the sutomobile plants. The stuff polishes beautifully
end easily——ns Mr. Otlewski quickly demonstrates by having you rub it with
a2 snall polishing cloth glued to a flat stick. If you noticed his own
sculptured bola, you!ll realize how intriguing it can be to work. Watch
for it at the auction—-you don't need special equipment to handle this!
«+...The Grand Valley Rock & Minerzl Soc. has an interest project--an
exchange of Michigan rock and fossil specimens for "lots of petrified wood,
picture jasper, obsidian (zold and silver sheen and rainbow), thundereggs
and other materisl! from the Portland Frrth Science Organization of Port—
land, Ore. Sounds like fun. Could we find a similar contact?.....The
Conzlomerate News alss calls our attention to the Oct. National Geogrephic
Magazine, with its special picture map depicting the bottom of the Indian
f6cean-~the result of several years of intensive exploration, the geograph~
ical features shown are of outstanding interest.....Worth rememberins--the
Ariz. Fish & Game Dept. has issued a warning that wild animals can die if
they eat discarded negatives from Polarcid cameras. You are urged to dis-
pose of negatives in some other manner than throwing them wherever you are.

CARVING NOT®S: Bored with cutting cabs? Try some carvings. Stert with
a flat relief carving for practise, then to the third dimension. Soft stones
of good quality are best to start on, such as calcite onyx, alabaster and
howlite. Practure-free materisl is » must. Do not use small motorized hand
tools in carving; they sre not adapted to the long hard use. The ventilation
system tends to pull the rock dust into the motor causing rapid wear; the
shafts soon wear out also. The answer seems to be 2 medium weight, high
speed flexible shaft with protected hearings and a good lmbrication system.
Tao tight a nut on the operation end isn't helpful for gcad work. A vacuum
arrangenent to catch rock dust is a must for peace of mind and health.

—-Hazel & Pete Teilen, "The Rockpile",Dearborn
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hy Arthur A, Ferguson

After rending several ~rticles in the Lapidary Journal about ¢

ing in the High Country, and several more in trailer magazines ﬂbout
tioning in Wyoming and Colorado, we decided to spend our vacation th
1“5

We wrote to several departments in the various stntes and also to roc
along the way to get as much info as vossible.

When we left G.R, on Aug. 11, we had several months of planning =nd
prepar~tion behind us. But, "The best-laid plans...gang aft agley", and
when we reached Iowa City we found that we had forgotten the Lapidary Joura-
als and some other magazines that were supnosed to be in the car.

The third day we stopped in a sand pit along the Platte R. near Cozad,
to look for petrified wood and agate; many of these sand pits are open to hkb
public. We stopped in Ogallala to see the replica of ~n old west Main St.,
then on to Chadron State Park in N.W,Nebragka for the night, stopping along
the way to photograph some of the interesting buttes.

We camped two nights in Chadron State Park. This is a beautiful spot
in the midst of pines and rock ridges with » small stresm flowing through
the park. The fee in Nebraska State Parks is only 50¢ » night and electric
hookups are available at some sites. Monday we drove up to Mt. Rushmore,
S.Dak, to see the stone frces, ns well as the interesting geology there.

We went through Custer Sgnte Pk. where there nre many bison, antelope,
prairie dogs and "wild" burros. We and many others fed the burroes cookies.
The park site at Mt. Rushmore has twisted and bent rock layers. The moun—
tain near the carvings is similsrly twisted. It is impossible not to mrrvel
at the tremendous forces that formed these mountains snd valleys.

On the way back to camp at Chadron, we visited Wind Cave Natl. Park.
The nsme comes from the fairly constant wind that blows through the cave,
caused Yy variations in atmospheric pressure., The cave, though very ordin-
ary in many ways and not too large, is fnmous for its boxwork. This is
formed when fissures in the rock are filled by mineral deposits from water
seepage, and then lsater the base rock material is dissolved, leaving only
the ridges. This boxwork is quite fragile =nd beautiful, some of it being
translucent. As we were leaving the parking lot, we spotted = Kent Co.
license =and were surprised to find thnt the people were from Wyoming.

Tuesday we left Chadron headed toward Wyoming. We had read that ngate
is found near Crawford, Neb. and we had seen a map in one of our forgotten
books. We stopped for gas in Crawford and learned to our surprise that the
station is run by Fli Wasserburger, the man who had published the map. He
gave us a copy of it, and directions. About 18 miles N.W. of Crawford, we
stopped to decide where to begin hunfing. As we got out of the car, we
gaw pieces of agate in the road. Imsgine driving on agate ! This is public
land so no permigeion is needed to enter. It is fenced 2and grazing rights
leased so the gates must be closed afterwards. We picked up vein a2gate,
prairie asgates and jasper here. Then on to Glendo Stote Park, Wyo.

Glendo was the collecting highlight of our trip. We obtained a permit
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from Eloxite Corp. in Whe=tland to collect on their property. We also
bought a few specimens from their museum~showroom. At the north end of
Glendo Reservoir we mined stalactite agate. We met a men from St. Louis,
Mo., who had started a dig up the hill. He offered to let us in on his
claim if we would help him work it. We sgreed and clerwed our way up the
hill around Mesquite, Loose racks and ssgebrush for gquite 2 ways, naking
several stops to catch our breath. This was our introduction to hard rock
mining. We dug the s=2nd out of a small cave and then using heavy hammers
and chisels, we carved out some beautiful ngnte. Our friend slso swapped
us some Youngite, 2 similar m~terial from nearby, for some Nebrasks sgante.
We spent two nights a2t Glendo camped under the Ponderosa pines. BEvery one
of the 19 days of our trip, we had blue skies with enough white clouds to
make the best pictures. While there we had the first on only two nights
of showers. It did not even get the paper hags of rocks wet.

After a night at = commercial camp in Rawlins, we drove to Wamsutter,
where we left the trailer at a gas station. Then we went out in the red
desert to look for turritells agate. Ahout 14 miles out in the desert we
had 2 flat. While we were changing it, a car ceme along, asked if they
could help, =2nd remarked that only a rockhound would be crazy enough to be
out there. It was a Baptist minister, his wife and another counle from
Texas 2lso looking for turritells. We all loaded up with it. Incident2lly,
the snnual rainfall here is only six inches. Back in Wansutter, we bought
a new tire, tanked up and drove to Green River for the night.

Saturday we bought Wyo. fishing licens and went down to Flaming Gorge
to try our luck. Many nice trout were being brought in, but we left our
luck in Mich., We camped that night a2t Buckboard C_ossing near the Gorge.
The road here is gravel for a few miles through Sheep Canyon. This is 2
well known geological study ares. The rock formations must be seen to be
appreciated. After n stop »t the Dinosaur Museum in Vernal, Utah, we
camped nearby in 2 commercisl campBround. J

Monday we started back east from Utah and drove down to Ouray, Colo. -
The road carried us through several large oilfields. Wyoring is noted for
ranching snd cattle raising, while Colorado is » mining snd oil producing
state. At Ouray we picked up ore specimens from mine dumps. At this .camp,
as at several others, we met people from Mich. or formerly from Mich. For
me this is one of the meny joys of camping, thot is meeting and talking te
the nmany friendly people along the way.

Tuesday, Aug. 22, up 2t 4 a.m. to drive down to Durango for the narrow
gauge steam ride on the Rio Grande R.R. fto Silverton. Thig is a real
mountzin drive through three passes all over 10,000 ft., one over 11, 000.
The train ride is well workh the $6.50 fare for the scenery alome, with the
additional fun of riding sgein behind a sterm locomotive. The track follows
along the Las Animss Perdidas (Lost Souls) river. It climbs nearly 3000 ft.
in its 45-mile run to Silverton. At one point the train overhengs a
40O ft. cliff with the river at the bottom. Silverton is a living ghost
town which exists mrinly on tourist trade. As we got off the train, we '
were approached by several small children with rock specimens in boxes. At
camp we had been told about them so we locked over their wares eagerly, but
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they didn't have another specimen of gquartz crystals like the lady 2t

camp had bought from them. We did find one in a rock shop nearby at g
reasonable price. The kids did have some other specimens of ore which we
bought. The drive back through the mountains was a little hairy as it got
dark and we had to drive through the Red.Mt. pass in the rain. This wss the
lazt rain for the whole 2% weeks, snd stopped at a lower elevation.

Camped at Gunnison, elevation nearly 8000 ft., and it was the coldest
norning we had, 40° at 7 a.m. The camp manager had told us to expect freez-
ing temperatures but we were not unhsppy to have it warmer. Then we con-
tinved east through the highest pass of the trip, and the only one we hauled
the trailer through. Thig was Monsrch Pass, 11,312 ft. Near Banon City we
vigited Royal Gorge and the highest suspension bridge in the world. It is
1053 ft. above the Arkensas River and the Rio Grande R.R. It is a wooden
plank suspension bridge and it sways a little in the wind, and the boards
rock as the cars pass. We walked across, taking pictures a little nervously.
Spent the night at Pueblo, Colo. in 2 commercial camp.

Fridsy we bid 2 sad farewell to the mountains and went across the plahns
to Dodge City, Kem. We did not see Marshall Dillon, but we did see the
Long Branch and Boot Hill at the replica of old Main St. Sat. en to Nevada,
Ma., for the night. We had planned to go to and from the west as fast as
practical in order to have as much time as possible in the far west. Se
we did not do much cellection in the between-states.

Sunday we drove up and down around El Dorado Springs looking for agate
geodes. All we found was some gemmy chert and fossils. As we pulled ints
camp in St. Louis, we popped the welds loose on the trailer hitch. So we
dropped ancher in the middlé,of the cemp driveway. No harm had been done,
do after a $6 weld job, we were on the way again Monday morning. We reached
home Tuesday afternoon in fine shape, with many pounds of food less, and
many pounds of rocks more in the trailer. We had covered over LLkoo miles,
and we are ready to go back sgain any time.

(EDITOR!'S NOTHE: We're glad you had such a wonderful time, and
particularly aporeciate your taking the trouble to write this up
and thus shere your experiences with us. We hope other club members
will do likewise. Any club members planning 2 trip in these areas
can see Art for more helpful hints and details.)
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FLINT SHOW CANCELLED: A note from Show Chairman M.R.Gingery sg@ys,
"The Flint Gem & Mincral Show, which was to be held Oct. 21, 22 1967, had
to be cancelled. Due to the riots in Detroit last summer, the National
Guardsmen have been ordered to drill every weekend. Therefore, we have been
denisd the facilities of the Natl. Guard Armory that we had rented for two
years....0ur club at its last regular meeting voted to have a Show in the
spring of the year if we can find adequnate facilities which we can use
year after year....Plesse p.ss this information to your members."
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THE ART OF SWAPPING

Swapping can be lots of fun if you know how. Most of us swap with
friends and club members =211 the time but get cold feet at the very thought
of swapping with strangers at shows or swap fests. This can be the most
fun of 2all, and it is one of the most painless ways to get to recognize
cutting materials, minerals, etc.

The first rule is: LEAVE THE CRUD AT HOME. If you don't want i%,
what makes you think someone else does? Take a good variety of material
with you and a few extra pleces. At first you!ll probably get the short
end of a lot of trades, but you will also come home with several extra nice
slabs or specimens to add to your collection. As the price of learning, itts
worth it, and now you know which is your most desirable material.

You don't need to know the dollar value of = piece of material unless
you ~re a dealer. What you do need to know is the gquality and/or rarity
of the material being offered to you. Once you have learned this, don't
hesitate~-because someone else will have that good piece before you make
up your mind.

Bring at least three grades of material. Take one plastic dishpan full
of slabs. Some cabbing quality, some geod only for tsbles. Trade this
group one for one. Forget the value. This keeps trading active and helps
the beginners gain confidence in themselves. The second broup be a little
more particular about. The third, your premium group, should be traded for
something outstanding =nd something you want--try not to duplicate.

Now you have arrived at the swapping area and assigned a spot. What
will you do now? Put your material out but keep your prizes in your car.
Then look the tables over and see if there is anything you want to trade
your prizes for. Well, I've got news for you. You're not as clever as you
thought. 9% of those there have done exactly the same thing. Put ALL of
your material on display and learn to say "NO" if you are not satisfied with
the trade offered. After all, it's easier to tell ~ stranger "no" than a
friend. Then soften the blow and offer to trade snything in group 1 or 2
or both for what he has.

Don't let the pitiful looking 0ld gentleman in the baggy overalls and
the knspsack over his shoulder fool you. He'll pick out a prized slab or
plume agate and offer you sn apache tear for it and it will nearly break
your heart. Keep him digging in his knapsack until he comes up with some-
thing you want or until he decides that he just might have something better
in his camper. Then sei aside the things he wants and wait until he gets
back before you trade them off. You!ll be amazed at the lovely crystals
he!ll come back with. Then trade!!!!

I prefer to do my swapping with rockhounds and my buying from dealers.
If you are a beginner or couldn't bring material with you, buy a few slabs,
etc, from a dealer and start swapping., I know a girl who bought 2 slices of
Bragzilian agste and 2 Mex. nodules which she had sawed free in & working
exhibit, and shee traded all afternoon at a federation show.

-~from The Agatizer, viag Esconi
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= TEB AGLE TREGEB
LAPIDARY SUPPLIES & MOUNTINGS
HIGHLAND PARK & COVINGTON DEALERS
THERE WILL BE A 10 $ DISCOUNT ON ROCKS AND FINDINGS FOR
THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER.,

Hours: Mon. Tues. Fridey & Saturday 9 AM to. 9 PM
Wed, & Thurs., 4 PM to 9 PM

ERNTE & ANNA GIFFORD
3703 Taft SW Wyoming, Mich. 49509 Phone LE 2-6727

AL B TA LS RO € K8 HOP
GENE & WINNY LUPS

3022 Fol% NE ; Phone 363~5394
Grand Baplds, Mich,

Hours: Monday to ‘Saturday 10 to 5
londay, Wednesday, Friday 7 PM to 9 PM

ROUGH & POLISHED GEM STONES LAPIDARY SUPPLIES
TUMBLING & CUTTING MATERIAL FINDINGS
“NATIONALLY KNOWN FOR CHOICE MATERIAL AT REASONABLE PRICES®

ROONZE-M A 9% Ro@ C*K-PUT I+'E

. 776 LeonardN.E. (at Eastern) Phone 454-1010

Grand Rapids, Mich. 49503
Bours : sMome Wediav8a tuit9itass Tuese Thurs, Friday 9 to 9
MINERAL SPECIMENS & CUTTING ROUGH & SILAB =~ TOP.QUALITY OPAL
LAPIDARY - CARVING EQUIPMENT - SUPPLIES -~ AUTOMATIC LAPS

Books - Findings - Silver(sheet & wire) - Silversmithing tools

| Silversmithing classes Lapidary instructions

"GRAND RAPIDSV OLDEST COMPLETE ROCK SHOP™




Grand Raﬁifgrfgﬂqﬂal iociét&
Mrag. B. B. smitn
1445 Breton Rd. %
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s, Bernice #isnrank "exin _
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