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GRLND RAPIDS MINERAL SOCIETY MEMBERS GO FIELD TRIPPING

The week end of July 25 and 26 found sixteen of our club membership looking
fer and finding fossils at frkona and Thedford, Ontario, just a short distance
beyong Sarnia, The group camped at Rock Glen, fArkona, within walking distance
of the local hunting area, then drove on to the factory at Thedford., This was
“he first of what we hope will be a monthly field trip for GRS members.

SHOW AND TELL AT IDEAL PARK

The July meeting, a potluck at Tdeal Park, was a huge success for those able
0 attend.. The Cascy Doornboses and the Arnold “endts (Sr.) were back from their

sncation in Texas with a huge mammoth tooth and many other fine specimens to show
i '

Since the editor and his spouse werc spending that evening in a trailer camp
var Des Moines, Towa, he has to rely on what others tell him, He hears that there
v<re many fine specimens of all sorts at the July mecting, Wish we could have
=on there with some of our braggin" pieces too,.

LNNCUNCEMENTS

ivgust 17 7:30 P, M, will be the joint board mceting with the incoming board
and officers meeting with the outgoing group, The meeting will
be at President Jim DeZwaan's home, 8250 Cherry Valley, Caledonia,

‘ugust 15 What Else But? Rock Swap! GRES and Indian Mournids Club joint
swap at illendale Community Hall,
L OO R Mo Q00 PR
5:00 P,¥, potluck supper. Bring own table service and two
dishes to PESLE o

Ssptombor 9 First meeting of the new GRIS vear, The program is not firmed up
yet, but will be announ in the Sevtember Drifter,
Dues will be due at this eting,
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The Whole lMonth of fugust =
Vore glorious summer week onds and longer vacztions., Eljoy them in good
health and safety.

Tho Editor is issuing fair warning -- here and now,. I'm going to nester
you trippers Ior writc-ups of your summer wanderings until I get them, So--
zet "em writton and ready,

MEETING HELD ON INDL.N MCUNDS® FUTURE

On the morning of July 23, in the sheltorhousc at Johnson Park, the mecting

D!

was held to whish we roferyed in lacst menth's DRIFTER, Present werc representative:

of the foderai, statc, county, and loczl govornments, as well as other local organ-

izations including of course the Grand Ranids 1'ineral Society -- a total of twenty

o the-Norton-lounds- as-the-focal -point of-a

wrk oxbtending from Johnson John Bzll Park along both banks of the Grand

aEVer,

I[fter a fow opening romarks, Kent County Park Suverintendent George Mueller,
turned the floor over to Jamcs Bryant, Historic Preservation Coordinator for the
State ‘Dopartment of Natural Resources (DNR) whe immedistely turnod the discus-
sion to the lMounds, He said that he had first been informed about the Norton

vunds & number of yoars ago by Mr, Frankforter, Director of the Grand Rapids
Pubillic Muscum, and then told of our efforts for the past few years to have them
aede into a National Monument.

He thon introduccd James Whitchousc, the lLssociate Regional Director from
the Great Lakes Arca Officc of the National Park Service, who said that he would
attempt to have a foasibility study made of the Mounds., Being recently appointed
to his presont position he wasn't sure whother onc had already been auvthorized.

At this point we read a portion of a letter we received from the National Park
Service last yoar stating thzt the provious director had recommended such a study
but that it was doubtfu® whether it could be done for several years., I'r, Thito-
house responded by saying that he would attempt to have this study made as soon as
possible and would push to have the Mounds doveloped as a National Monument!

Mr, Frankfortor told of what ho envisioned for the future of the Mounds: He
would like to see the "Central Mound”, which . was excavated in 1964, re-opencd
and all of the artifacts and skeletons, which arc now in the local rmseur, renlaced
He said that the archacologists say that they can return everything to its original
location and nosition and they should be given the opportunity to do so.. A con-
crete roof having the samo contour as the mound would be constructed overhead.
He would like to sec the Interpretive Center also depict the geology and history
of the arca, Thore is much evidence of~ the Pleistocene all about this area
and they have artifacts and mammoth bones of the last 10,000 years in the museun.

There was some discussion concerning such matters as a marina and camping
facilitios and considerable discussion concerning tho financial aspects especially
the obligations of the local governmental units, It was vpointed out that” if it
wore taken over by tho National Park Serviee +:i5 fodcral government would take
ovor the entire financial burden,

L



Ve were pleascd and encouraged with this mecting notwithstanding the
misleading account which was givon in the local daily newspapor, which said
that it was doubtful whether the mounds would be included in this vark., On the
contrary . it was obvious from the very beginning that the people from the DNR
and National Park Service werc primarily intercsted in the Mounds, and that the -
rost of the park would be dosigned around them as the central and most unique
feature of the arca,

Lifter the mecting, I, Frankforter, Mr, Mucller, ¥r, Bryant, Fr. Whitchouse,
James Hane of the DNR park dosign division, "illiam Lowory of the State Historical
Cormission, and the reprecsentative of the Grand Rapids Mincral Society went to
lunch and then to the Founds. e stood on top of the "Central Mound” for perhaps
& half hour discussing both what should bo done with the Nounds and the pélitical

aspects of how this could be accomplished, Ve, Frankforter, with the aid of maps
and diagrams, showed how the skeletons in those mounds excavated all seem to
point, for reasons unknown, to the "Central Mound”,

¢ In our opinion, the future of the Worton lMounds has never locked brighter.
We have been attempting to have the lMounds doveloned as a National Fonument and
more recently to be included in the state Historical Preservation Plan, The men
from Lansing (both state and foderal) are very much interested in the mounds

and are now going to pursue both of theso avenues,

Rich Van Beek
- 0=0=0=0—0
ROCK I, SUAPPER SEZ:
Saturday ; Jweust-15y-will-be-a big day—Ffor-our club; antd we-need-the fulld
cooperation of every member to make it a success, Remember this is a joint ef-
fort with the Indian Mounds Rock Club and we want to do our full share,

Mirst of all, we need your contribution for the snack bar. This can be
any kind of goody--cookies, brownics, cup cakes, etc.,, or maybe ncue-made ?andyl
——anything to teuot the asppetite, If you have any questions, please call Iirs,
Ford Hurd at 895-6258. Your donation will be needed early in the afternoon,
so if you can't come until later, call the Beauvais! at 534-3871 and they will
try to make arrangements for it to be picked up.

irs, Hurd, who is our kitchen chairman, will appreciate volunteers who
can work in the snack bar for an hour or so.

Sweppers, attention! Please bring plenty of newspapers or other covering
g0 that the tables may be adequately protected from the rocks.

For those of you who plan to display collections or creations, please
identify your cases in such a manner that the viewcrs can not see your naie.,
ie plan a prize for the most appealing, by general ballot, then the identity
will be revealed and a prize given. Karl DeBack is our display chairman;
he "11 be ghadiitho answer any of your guestions., His number is CH 3-L01k.

Allendale Township Hall is located on ¥h5 (Lake lfichigan Drive) on the
south side of the road, rear the center of town.

Let's make this a good end to a good summer! ! }

The pot luck supper at 5p.m, is open to anyone who brings his ocwn table
service and dishes to pass.
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