Phies Gl aciale DRiEFER

Volume T. May, 1959 Number 6.

official publication of
THE GRAND RAFIDS MINERAL SOCIETY

President - Mr. Robert R. Rozema Secretary - Mrs., Raymond Kerr
1355 Hollywood, NE EM 1-6880 1135 Hollywood, NE EM 1-8076
Vice President - Dr, Richard W. Rose Treasurer - Mr. Henry Slater
321); Terrace Walk, NE EM 1-6193 1265 Hollywood, NE EM 1-8653

Guide - Miss Mary Jane Dockeray
88y Hollywood, NE EM 1-2983

FIRST MAN-MADE DIAMONDS TO SPARKLE AT MAY MEETING

The achievement of centuries of alchemy and scientific research
will pose a rare ‘treat for members of the Grand Rapids Mineral Soci-
ety when the story of the first man-made diamonds is told by one of
the five General Electric scientists who accomplished the historic
fleat. Mr., William K, Cordier, head of G.E.'!'s metallurgical products
department in Detroit will address the meeting to be held Wednesday,
May 6 at 8 p.m. at Riverside elementary school.

Mr. Cordier will outline some of the history of man's attempt
to reproduce the world's hardest substance. He will also give a
little insight into the problems that confronted those assigned to
the task---the development of new equipment without even a suitable
pattern to go by and the trial and error of formulas and methods-
with nothing to delve into but the countless thousands of failures
of others.

Few people realize the economic significance of the General
Electric achievement. For years the giant and fabulously wealthy
Diamond Cartel has controlled the world market for both gem and in-
dustrial grades., Though G.E. has not yet produced multi-carat
stones the price break in the market has been noted by the DRIFTER
in offerings made this month. Mr. Cordier will present his ideas as
to the potential market in the abrasive field now that the United
States is no longer dependent on Brazil's limited production and
British industrial interests in Africa.

Mr., Cordier's appearance marks another outstanding event for
the Society. It is believed that the research specialist will have
some of the man-made diamonds to show to the membership.

JUNE MEETING TO COMBINE PICNIC

Caledonia Park will be the site of the June meeting of the So-
ciety which will combine a picnic and a special program Wednesday,
June 10, from 5:30 p.m., to midnight., Mrs. 3. H. "Duyser, activities



committee chairman, advises the shelter house has been reserved for
that date for members and their families. Assisting Mrs. Duyser
ares Miss Bsther B, Hall, Me; ‘and Mrs, Wedliam F. Brimmer, Jr.,
and Miss Virginia Franzen.

Details of the picnic and program will be announced at the May
meeting and final arrangements will be outlined in the next issue
of the DRIFTER. -
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Last call for "Rocks and Minerals of Michigan." There are a
few copies of this excellent book left that must be sold at the
next meeting, Price is fifty cents. There are also some that have
been paid for by members but not yet picked up. Be sure to get
yours if you have it on order.

FEDERATION CONVENTION TO BE JUNE 18-21

Plans have been completed for the Midwest Federation of Miner-
alogical and Geological Societies! convention to be held at the
Clark County fairgrounds, Springfield, Ohio, June 18 to 21. Since
your Society is a member of the Midwest Federation, each of you is
entitled to attend the convention as a representative of the Grand
Rapids group. Members planning to make the trip are asked to con-
tact President Robert Rozema for additional information.

~ Society President and Mrs. Robert R. Rozema were the guests of
Mr., and Mrs. Floyd N. Mortenson of Pontiac recently. Mr, Mortenson
is regional vice president of the Midwest Federation and plans for

the group's coming convention were discussed.

CLUB MEMBERS DO ROCKHOUNDING IN WATER

Mr, and Mrs. Edmund J. Wasel have just returned from an unusual
" rockhounding trip where the specimens they were seeking were under
water! Combining the pleasure of a Florida vacation with a bit of
agate collecting, the Wasels explored the famous agatized coral
reefs of Tampa Bay. Found some too!

BOULDER BENEFACTORS BOLSTER BUSINESS

Steve Tchogzeski--whose father's name has appeared enough in
these columns--tells us that the club received a fine lot of rocks
for last month's sale, Thanks go to John Sexton, Gerald Bloomfield
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