gfficial Bublicatien ef ° :
THE GRAND RAPIDS MINERAL SOCIET

A Non-Profit Corporation
1355 Hol lywood N E
Grand Rapids 5, Michigan

Affiliated with
The liidwest Federation and the American
Federation of Mineral Societies

Mr. Joe D. Hanna, Jr. President
Mr. Paul M, Chase Vice-President
Miss Jane Cichaniewicz Secretary
Miss Virginia Franzen Treasurer
Mr., Robert R. Rozema Liaison Rep.
_ iJidwest Federation
MEss Bhyllic FHonpe Historian
Mrs. Nina Rozema Egitor
Mr. Don Casey Bd. lember
Mr. Pranl Christie Bd. iember
Mr, Leslie Pearl Bd., Member
Mr, Henry Tchozeski Bd. iember
S e
. ~ f}
oetober 9 U

. 2519 Rivesside N, E.
3816 Collingwood S. .

800 Frankliin 5. E.
6dz Eosit Eufien
1355 Hollywood N E

22416 Riverside N. E.
1355 Hollywood N. E.
2850 loraine 8. W.
Bl Ghearry Ste e B
1562 Benning N. %.
2941 Edgewood N. E.




OCTOBER MEETING TO BE AT RIVERSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Wednesday, October 12th, is Annual Meeting night. There will be an
election of officers and Board ilembers for the coming year, The
nominating committee presented a slate at the S ptember meeting and
nominations were made from the floor. The follSwing i the list to
be voted on at the October meeting: President, Dr. Richard Rose;
Vice-=President, Henry Tchozeski; Secretary, iliss Jane Cichaniewicz;
Treasurer, Miss Virginia Franzen or Leslie Pearl; Liaison Officer,
Joe Hannaj;Historian, Mrs. Lucille Duyser; Bulletin Editor, Mrs. Nina
Rozema; and four of the following for Board Members - Paul Chase,
Willis Atwell, Gus Beuker; Gerald Morris, and Mrs. Lowell Palmer,

But the election isn't the only event feok that eveniRg, We are priv=
ileged to have an outstanding program as well. Mrs Doris Kemp of the
Chicago Lapidary Club will give a program on jewelry making. And
rumor has it that the piece of jewelry she makes will be given as the
door prize. WMrs. Kemp has won many honors with her outstanding work
both on a local level and nationally. Her husband, Russ, will be with
her. He is head of Rockrama for the Midwest Federation,

This will be, indeed, a busy and exciting evening. See you there,

REVIEW OF SERTEMBER HEETING

All who were present at the September meeting, and there was an
exceptionally large attendance, were well pleased with the program
presented by Rev. Luke Mciillian.

The door prize, a piece of Lace Agate, was won by Glen Marvin.

The Membership Directory was available and quite few of you picked up
your copy, but we still have one for you if you were one who did not
get yours. They will be waiting for you at the October meeting.

SILENT AUCTION SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER

Henry Tchozeski, chairman of the Auction for the November meeting
announces that in order to make this event a success we will require
the cooperation of each and every member. lie need material to place
on the Auction Tables and buyers to bid on them. Henry requests that
each member donate at least one item - a mineral specimen, a piece or
slab of cutting material, a piece of jewelry, or a cabochon. We do
not expect your best specimen or lapidary effort, but we do need good
salable material. If you find that you have nothing to contribute,
you can make a purchase from one of the DRIFTER advertisers. Please
bring your contribution to the October meeting or call Henry and
arrange to have it picked up.

If you havenever attended a silent auction you might be interested in

how one is conducted. There will be four tables set up with the items
to be auctioned. Each piece will be on a sheet of paper on which your
bid will be recorded. The paper will show the kind of material, place

of origin, name of donor, and mifimum bide If you are the Ffirst bidder
you may start with the minimum, but after the first bid had been
recorded each following bid must be at least 10¢ higher. \lhen time

is called on a table, the last name on the sheet gets the specimen.




NOVEUBER FIZio FRIE
MEMBERS PLEASE TAKE NOTE, The long heralded and much discussed trip
to Clay Center, Ohie is now presented for the 12th of November.,
Admittance is only by the pass issued to your fieid trip co-chairman,
Les Pearl who will be your guide to and in the quarry.

Permission for this visit has been graciously extended by WMr. L. W.
Tillotson of Basic, Inc. who asks that safety be uppermost in the
minds.and acts of al! uwhoe participates

This trip is to acquire celestite, a strontium sulfate mineral of
very delicate whote to light blue crystalline structure.

Take a chisel, hammer, safety glasses, and a lot of those little
things called patience, with plenty of packing material that you

get back with your trophies intact and your eyes where they ought to
be. Setect only those groups which are representative of the

mineral, even though they are needle-like crystals. Size and quantity
is not the criteria to observe here, as one well packed showy group

is worth a truck load of bruised crystals., After undertaking such

a trip, you will readily understand the cat and canary observance

of an owner of a choice crystal group.

Please _observe all the regulations of admittence to this quarry.
Safety is the watchword at all times and when your lust for celestite
has been satisfied, help another member, as we are not all hammer
slingers by birth,

e will meet at the weigh house about 10:00 a.m. Saturday, November
{2, 1960, Be geeing youU. Les Pearl

THANKS FOR HELPING

President Joe Hanna wishes to thank those who helped get the lember=
ship Directory ready for distribution -- Mrs. Francis Hocking, Mrs.
Phy!lis Hanna, Mrs. Celia Joldersma, Mr & Mrs. Leslie Pearl.
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&z ema & Phone EM 16880 VALLEY LAPIDARY Bl & Sue
PO Box 440 Hiser
Imported Cutting Materials 2060 Wransy Rd., Ann Arber,  Mich,
Faceting materials
Specimens - findings - books CUTTING MATERIAL AND SPECIMENS
FRANTOM LAPIDARY EQUIPHENT WHOLESALE
POLY ARBORS - wheels - drums
grits = polishing compounds Your liecal rock shope are Our
customers
1355 Hollywood NE, Grand Rapids
Evenings and \ieek-ends EXCLUSIVES
by
Valley Hi

Advertiee in the DRIFTER, %3,00 per month. Contact the Editony




WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome these

new members to our club.

Please add these names to your Membership DOirectory:

Mr._ & Mrs Rodney Herrick
77 Fountain St. NaE.
Grand Rapids 3, Mich GL6=6475
Mr & Mrs Ernest Hansen

2525 Patterson Ave. S.E.

Grand Rapids 6, Mich CH3=6206
Mr & Mrs. Kenneth Childs

1805 Mayfair N.E.

Grand Rapids 3, Mich Glt=147d

Mr & Mrs Joseph V. Rackes
151 Cheney NGE.

Mr. Carl Adams

4249 VYoodlawm &&. 3.E.
Grand Rapids 7, Mich CH3-3023
Mrs, Geneva Reid

0-1276 Lake Michigan Dr,

Grand Rapids 4, Mich GL3-2356

Mrsie J. J. Osbemd
5427 Briggs Bilwids N E
Grand Rapids 5, Mich EM1=8973
Mr & irs Leonard Lieffers
ROz

Grand Rapids 5, Mich EM1=7512 Marne, Mich OR7=1034
Dr. & Mrs, Benny BDonnelil, Jr Mr & Mrs Albert L. Deal

547 Bostwielk N E 3850 i lson

Grand Rapids 3, Mieh GLE=5207 Grandville, Mich LE4=2069

Also, please make the following changes of address:

iiss Maxine Atwater
325 Visser Place 8 E
Grand Rapids 6, Mich

Mrs, Nellie iead
534 Briarpueed SEs
Grand Rapids 6, Mich

wMr. Robert iMontague
6555 8, Division
Grand Rapids 9, WMich

Mr & Mrs Harold Kingsbury
Box 127

Lake iii lton, Ohio
Also, our congratulations to Miss Shirley Andrews on her marriage to

Thomas Armstrong. Her address should be changed to:

Mrs. Thomas Armstrong
13020 University Village, MSU 3 D
East Lansing, Michigan T T

GRAND RAPIDS ROCK & GEI4 SHOP

1.

SEMLAP - a complete lapidary unit to grind & polish your stones

GEMLAP Frim Saw ABRADO tumbler - 57 capacity
POLYGON MASTER = Grinding Guide - Learn How in minutes

OPEN EVENINGS AND \VEEK ENDS Phone LE 4-9411

MINERAL SPECIMENS WILPER ROCK SHOP Phone 437

AND 234 Bond Street Allegan, Mich.

FLUORESCENT MINERALS

Highland Park, B&I Gem Makers

{Paul B. Perrigo 247 Hubbard St Ultra Violet Lights - Many other
Allegan, Michigan names of Lapidary Equipment
Open evenings - Saturday & Sunday
afternoons Large stock of findings - baroque

See us and Save § Open Evenings
eek-ends




THE SAGINAW FAIR as reported by Les Pearl

Just a bit of dip and strike from a rockhound after having kissed
the Blarney Stone.

Saturday, September 10th, found a happy and intent group of Midwest
Federation Club members, including our Grand Rapids delegation, knock=
ing at the gates of Saginaw County's fairgrounds, All were eager to
get going on their pet projects. Every now and then we were greeted
by a handshake or a wave of the hand in welcome and recognition of

our efforts.

It was a pleasure to see the deft arranging and re-arranging of pieces
to gain the uitimate of display, and possibly a prize if the entry
had been made in a competitive division., There were moments of
hesitance and deliberation before the clean glass covers were finally
screwed into place, and our efforts [eft to the prying eye of the
judges and that greatest judge of all, public opinion., All displays
were under the watchful eyes of the famous Pinkerton Agency.

Then for a bite to eat and stroll about the grounds to see a carnival
aborning. Truck on tRucl ¢f peirts to sl those thrill demanding
machines of entertainment. At times it seemed a wonder that each
piece of equipment got all its component parts and not evolve a
hybrid of sorts.

Saturday, September 17th, being designated as a Grand R, pids Mineral
Society field trip day, found quite a delegation of our members in the
last day throng of the fair., There were the Atwell's, Morris's,
Billings's, Hanna's, Rozema's and Peari's. OQur club member efforts
had not gone unrequited as Mr. Joe D. Hanna, our president, captured
a sweepstakes in jewelry and a second in lapidary, while our genial
Gerry Morris of the Petoskey-stone Morris's came along on his first
try at competitive with a third in lapidary. Now such honors are to
be cherished, as there were on display, some of the choicest material
to be had in this general area. All the minerals which were on
exhibition were of quality that only a connoisseur of that particular
fancy will show. Good, clean, well labelled crystals depicting the
form most often met with, and sizes which left nothing to doubt the
owner's desire to inform. The labels gave the direction as to where
these particular pieces could possibly be procured.

The fact that one attends a spectacle of this sort and follows the
reasoning of the judges, will teach him where to improve in his
technique of lapidary, smithing, composition, and arrangement in
display.

Our thanks to Doris and Harry Sprague of the Tri-County Club for the
invitation to show at the Fair. It certainly takes a lot of work to
attain the quality of display which they and their aides produced.
It gives us the desire to see that more of the local efforts be
placed at succeeding shows around the State and perhaps nationally.

But let me say this in parting to those who are timid at showing the
product of their efforts, don't be ashamed of your work. \hen you
started to walk, you plopped on your rear a good many times before
you succeeded unassisted. Soy; tee, It i Jn any emterprises Let
more of us participate in future shows.




PARTICIPATION IN SAGINAW FAIR

In Les Pearl's account of the Saginaw Fair he failed to mention that
in addition to the three cases entered in the competitive section
there were three cases of non-competitive material entered by our
club members. Don Casey had an educational display on ianldary work
and Les Pear! had an educational display called ‘Nature's Jelly Pot"
Bob Rozema had an entire case of gypsum in its varicus forms.

I'M A NEW MEMBER

I see you at the meetings but you never say hello,

You're busy all the time you're tkere with those you already know,

I set amongst the fellows and yet I'm a lonesome guy ,

The new fish are as strange as 1, you'r old comrades pass me by,

But, darn it, you guys asked me in, ano yelliita | k of eemradship,

You could Just cross the room, but you've never made the (B ol

Why can't you neod amd say Hello “er stop and oh ake my hand,

Then go amd sit amemd YeUr fridiss, Wow, thes, I'g understard.
1Y) be at yeur wexl mecEine, Perhaou a nicer night to spend,

Do you think you could introdce yourself, I want to be a comrade,

friend,

from "The Pseudomorph"

BIRTHSTONES

For the - Laundress, the Soapstone
Architect, the Cornerstone
Cook, the Puddingstone
Politician, the Blarneystone
Borrowers, the Touchstone
Poliiceman, the Pavingstone
Beauties, the Peachstone
Careless Driver, the Tombstone
Dector, “the Limbcast
Stockbroker, the Curbstone
Shoemaker, the Cobblestone
Burgiar, the Keystone
Tourist, the Yeliowstone
Editor, the Grindstome
Motorist, the Milestone
Lawyer, the Blackstorne
Thrifty, the Goldstone
Rockhound, A-gate
Cld Timer, the Lodestone

frem “©hip and Lick"



REPORTS FROM OU R TRAVELING MEMBERS

Wisconsin Geological Society September 11, 1960
Mi Twaukee, Wisconsin

Dear Rockhounds:

A word of thanks to your club members whom we met in Muscatine, Iowa.
Learning they were on a fTield trip for geodes and agates, we asked if
we might join them. They gladly accepted us, especially after knowing
we had mutual friends, the Rozema‘'s, from the Grand Rapids Club to
which we belong. \ie enjoyed a picnic dinner with the Paul Fuilers

and Norman Youngs. We found some beautiful agates in the Muscatine
gravel pits.

Then we drove to Burlington where we almost loaded our car with
beautiful geodes under the guidance of Mr. Frank Krutke from Rockfield,
Wi'sconsin. Mr. Rudolph Zimmerman also Trom Rockfieid joined us. We
came home delighted to have made new rockhound friends and aiso to
the envy of our own Grand Rapids Mineral Society for bringing home
such besuti ful leets

Thanking you again, we are
Jaspi e vietins,

Sylvia Delacher and Marie Spielmaker

Russ Girard spent the summer sailing the Great Lakes on board the
8.8, North American and wrote us as fol lows;

"Thanks for sending the Drifter to the various add@esses for me. [
enjoyed reading about all of the folks in the clubsand the various
¢l aetivities.,

"My own persona! activities this summer have been limited to readlng.
1 havern't even been abile to get to & Feck iehep.s  Can you imagine a
town the size of Buffalo, N.Y. (the only town where I get any
appreciable amount of port time (3 heurs) ) aok maving a rock shop?
They do have one redeeming virtue. A good secondhand book shop.

"I was able to pick up a good, autographed copy of Ahey Struak @pal
and another that was a rare jewel, bh History ©f Gems®' published 90
years ago, it contains some things tlat are Wweeresting. | For instance
how do you like this for a fermula for tourmaline:

Silex = 43 paErts

Alumina 47 parts

Soda 10 patts
This is infinitely more simple thanthe modern chemical formulal
The text itself is trancslated from Italian, and .contains a Jlot of
information and misinformation passed on by the Italian Gem Carvers, "

a1, r 32, o an a8 an A st 2
« w W 5% % CA " W ™ % I "™ ‘0 T

Nelson Ring's father called Mrs. Hanna the other day to say that his
solmk left Tor the Sierra Nevadas in May and is still our There. FHe
sheuld have guite a tale to tell amnd a lot of specimewns teo dispiay
when he returns.




MIDWEST FEDERATION'S LETTER-A=MONTH For October 1960
Sub ject: COLLECTION DISPLAYING

A short time ago I was doing some reading and ran across the fo!low-
ing: "Does Lapidary work include such activities as making cabochons,
spheres, slabs and faceted specimens? Of course it does, we are ali
agreed on that. But there is one other activity associated with this
work that seems to be regarded as a sort of stepchiid or worse,
lapidarily speaking. That is the provision and arranging of suitable
displays, both momentariiy at shows and continuousiy at home."

Continuing I read, "My feelirg is that proper use of good display fac-
ilities is as important to*she’ ldpidist and as productive of pleasure
and satisfaction -ag'is the produciion of fine workmanship on good
material... for what purpose is setrved bysuch workmanship and material
if the end product is hidden or even partly obscured because of [nad=-
equate or indifferent display."

These, the words of Mr. W.H. deNeui seems to bear out the thoughts of
many rockhounds, both those with lapidary work to display and those
with fine mineral specimens, It seems that we do a lot of work cut-
ting and polishing our material... select many fine specimens from all
over the world and then we fail to provide display cases for them.

Some who do have cases for their materials tend to "overload" them
with the net result that nothing stand out, causing-the case-to look
like jumbled confusion.

Display cases well arranged and labeled and lighted are a joy to see
indeed. Such cases are found in some private displays but usually are
found in museums and is probably the reason we iike to spend consider-
able time looking over the material. If we should find the displays
"overloaded™, poorly lighted, and unlabeled we would without doubt
take a hurried look and iegve.

How many times have you visited a friends home and took a look at his
collection and had to ask, "what's this"..."where did this come from"
... and have to strain your.eyes because of .poor lighting? How many
times have you found specimens crowded into make-shift cases or on
open shelves collecting dust? Many times I am sure!

I am wondering how many of the members of the Midwest Federation mem-
ber clubs would be interested inhaving our Federation take the lead
in promoting and encouraging attractive displays of our rocks and
minerals. The Federation could provide information and ideas on dis-
play, arrangement, lighting, how to classify material, construction
of cases, etc. The Federation could be a clearing house for all such
information and ideas and have it passed on to member clubs.

If you individual members would like such information, so advise your
President who can in turn advise our iMidwest Federation officers of
your interest. If enough interest is shown perhaps such a program
can be worked out in the near future.

Sincerely,
Haydon, Peterson, Acting Editor
"Letter-A=-Month"
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