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CLUB CALENDAR CF EVENTS-

Wednesday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m. Our program will be another

in the video series, "Earth Revealed.' This one will be
"Sedimentary Rocks: The Key to Past Environments' and
"Metamorphic Rocks.!'" " Since this will be our last pro-

gram it seems fitting to get back to the basics. As
usual we will meet in room 247 of Grand Raplds Communlty;
College. :

‘PLACES TQ GO ~ THINGS “TO. DO #IN 1994

3/26 . Rock Swap by The Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society of
Dearborn 1@ a.m.-5 p.m. Democratic Club of Taylor
23408 Wick Rd., Taylor, MI

4/9~18 Show — Central Ohic Mineral, Fossil, Gem & Jewelry Show
sponsored by Columbus Rock & Mineral Society with

" Licking County Rock & Mineral Society. Veterans

Memorial, 388 W. Broad St,, Columbus, OH

6/ 171 Show & Swap by Lawrence County Rock Club at Monroe County

' 4~H Fairgrounds, Bloomington, IN (Southeast of

junction of IN 37 & IN 45, 1.2 on IN 45 then right
.7 mile on Airport rd., west of Bloomington,,
Camping on grounds, table charge, no admission charge

6/25-26 20th Annual Rockhound Seminar, Southwestern Michigan College
Niles, MI Sponsored by Michigan Geology & Gemcraft
Society (MGAGS) j

At its meeting of Nov. 3, this club discussed dissolving the
organization. and making this December meeting its last. The Grand
Rapids Mineral Society was founded in October 1958 and has a long and.
notable history. However, in the last few years membership has
dwindled to 28 members, seVeral of whom cannot attend meetings. We
do, of course, regret this move, but since most of our members also
belong to the Indian Mounds Club, and those who don’t belong have the
opportunity to join, it does not mean we will be out of contact with
fellow hobbyists. We plan to use the funds in our treasury to the’
best advantage and to hold firm in our hearts all the knowledge and
friendship we have enijoyed for many yeat¥s,

At this December meeting, a formal vote wlll be taken to
dissolve the club and planv made to use the remaining funds in the
treasury to best advantage.
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This summer’s flooding caused many problems and much heartbreak, but
it has had a geological effect. An item in the AFNS Newsletter of
October, and now one in the Grand Rapids Press of Nov. 26, tells of a
great treasure of fossils belng revealed by the receding water at the
Coralv111e, Iowa dam area.
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CRYSTAL GAZING—¥——ThevPresident’s Page

I am at a loss as to exactly how to start this latest "CRYSTAL GAZING'
column, The lens through which I do my gazing has become wvery, very
clouded, and I don’t know how to say what must be gaid, You know that
‘at the last two or three meetings we have discussed the future of the
Grand Rapids Mineral Society. We have not been actively promoting the
hobby of mineral collecting and lapidary arts for several years, ever
since we were eased out of the Museum as a place to hold our yearly
shows and to hold our monthly meetings, When Dr, Karl Bruder .
suggested that we meet at Grand Rapids Community College (at that time
Junior College) in return for helping him with his geology classes,
and putting mineral and fossil disgplays in their hall cases, we
accepted the proposal with gratitude, When additional funds became
available later, and he was able to call on student help, we were

called on less and less, OQur club was not growing, we were very
reluctant to call on ocutside gpeakers due to a small audience, and we
felt we were not pulling our weight at the college. At our November

meeting the consenses was to dissolve the club at our December
meeting.

We are looking into the possibility of contributing our remaining
treasury to a scholarship fund for selected Community College students
who are planning to make geoclogy their career choice, At the present
time, the college does not have such a fund, but Greg Wilson, now
department head, isg checking to see if one can be arranged.

The decision to close down the Club ig a hard one for me and for Ruth
to accept, since we have been members for nearly 38 years, and
involved with putting the Glacial Drifter together since September of
1969, first as publishers only, and then as editor and publisher from
September 1978 to the present, There have been occasions when we were
rushed to get the bulletin out to members on time, There have been
times when we had problems deciding what should go intec it, and times
we had printing problems., There were never times when we were ready
to say '"We’ve had enough, this is the last one we will do'', We are
going to miss our Wednesday evening meetings and those of you who do
not take the opportunity to join the Indian Mounds Rock & Mineral
Club, as we did a number of years ago, Meetings are on the third
Tuesday of the month at the Sunset Park Church of God on Michael St.
SW in Wyoming, ' “

We will greatly miss the many exchange bulletins we have been
privileged to receive, and extend our thanks to those clubs and
editors who have put up with our foibles for many years. We do plan
on continuing to attend the Editors Breakfast at coming MWF
Conventions and hope to see vou there.

Adieu - Aloha - Shalom — Adios - Ciac - Auf Wedersehen

Vaya con Dios
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