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The Grand Rapids Mineral Society is a Non-Profit Corporation
affiliated with the Midwest Federation and the American Federation
of Mineral Societies.

Meetings are héld the 2nd Yednesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
at Riverside Elementary School.

Advertisimg in the DRIFTER is at the Fate of $3.00 per issue.

All material to be published must be in the hands of the editor
no later than the 25th of the month precesding publication.

Permission to reprint material appearing in the DRIFTER is hereby
granted provided proper credit is given.




APRIL wEETING

Wednesday, April 12th, at 8:00 pm
we will meet at Riverside Elementary
School. Wwe will be privileged to
hear Miss Helen Martin who will speak
on "The Glagial Histery of Michigan!.
Dr. “Rose says 'Never having had
the privilege of meeting Miss Martin
I can only tell you what I have
heard, read, or seen. My Tirst
encounter with the name Helen Martin
vas on the small outline of
Geological History of Michigan,
which I purchased from the Michigan
Conservation Department. Then, o
on the book 'Rocks and Minerals

of Michigan', mext, o the ifichioan
Geological Maps, then a book on
glaciers entitled 'Ne-Saw-Ge-Wan', : F
and.on and oh.. Fhe: [jst grows, Eeologiste whom .1 have.met speak
of her. Rockhounds said when she talks she makes it sound as
though the rocks were talking to you. She neither talks above,
you or below you. Again the praise ran high, Who is Miss Martin?
She was research geologist for the Department of Gjology for many
years until her retirement, 8he is now Conservation Chairman of
the Federated Garden Ciubs, Her erergies are apparently endiess".

Steve Tchozeski and Phil Wassel will be at the Rock BSaie Table

to take your meney. Buty the boys do need more material. Do YOU
have something you would be willing to donatie? If so, bring it
with you ands givies it Lo dhe (peys.

There will be a door prize. But vou st be there to win. Domr't
forget your membership card.

MARCH MEETING IN REVIEW

How many of you have been taking real thin slices of your rocks

to use as slides since seeing the wonderful results Bill Matheson
gets? We have heard of several and we have heard of others who

are planning a trip to Utah to see for themselves the natural
wonders of that state after viewing the slides Augie Post presented
at the wMarch meeting. Those of you who missed this meeting are

thie peorer for not having beem Lheie.,

The door prize, a sulphur specimen donated by Bob Rozema, was won
by John Simcoe.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to weicome the Tollowing new members:

Rev. Ro WL Albert Mics Anne Zeller
G50 Pinecrest 8, E. 105 SanNelaBs B
Grand Rapids 6, Mich Grand Rapids 6, Mich
GL 2~7282 CH 30725
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Every Saturday Morning - 10:00 to 12:00 -~ Junior Group meeting
at the Museum, lLeslie Pearl, sponsor.

Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. at Riverside Elementary School

April 12 -

Regular monthly meeting. Miss Helen Martin, speaker.

April 15 - Saturday - Set up displays at the Museum. - Al'l' displays
mesit e Wik piace: Dy 500 o me \Eenias Merr e dnd WA TN 5
Atwed | Sshiow chairmen’ in charge.

Aprisl M6 —F SundayN= 2:00i te 5:00" Opening day ©f thicsSacond Annual
Gem & Mineral &how at the G. R. Public Museum. Officers
and Board Members and spouses acting as hosts.,

April*17 - Nonday -~ 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. - ikuseum open, demonstrations.

April 17 - Monday = 8:00 p.m. Board of Control Meeting at Museum

April 20 = Thursday - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. -~ Museum open,
demonstrations.

April 26 - Wednesday Museum open, demonstrations. 7:00 to 9:00 pm

April 27 - Thursday Muiseum open, demonstrations. 7:00 to 9:00 pm

Lpri | 28 = REidoy Museum open, demonstrations. 7:00 to 9:00 pm

April 16 - 30 - Every day and above evenings. 8econd Annual Gem

andgr Vitheral Show at the G, R.' Publg et Musetum.

May 20-21 -~ Saturday and Sunday - rField trip to Rogers City.
Contact Leo Hoogerhyde for reservations and information,

June 3 - 4 Saturday and Suncday - Kalamazoo Geological and Mineral
Society will have a two day ROCKFEST at Recreation Park
in Kalamazoo. " e are Tmuited. 'WPlehilc igrolindst in
connection.

June 29-30 Thursday, Friday Mi dwest i62ms and Mineral Fair and
July 1 = 2 Saturday, Sunday 21st Annual Convention at Saginaw




Bring along some of that loose change this month. We will have a
few copies of the'Geological History of Michigan"and a few of the
geological maps, products of Miss Helen Martin. Also, the ''"Ohiw

Fogsids Book ", plus, the wisual ok sale.: The boys behind the rock
sale table could stand a few donations. This money helps to pay

the rent. What have you to donate to this cause?

This month, of course, will be the month of the Rock Show. Please,
everyone, pitch in and help Gerry Morris and Willis Atwel! and the
members of their respective committees.

This month's meeting should arouse much interest in those who are
i@t efested jn the @ges legieal i stery of wour sit aitle 41 and) firomial]
appearances we couldn‘t learn it from a more qualified person.

The Pony Express must have met with Apache *troubles or something.
Our correspondence with Barite Recse has been nil., We did receive
a dist of his works, whichi proved wvery inderesting. | One: entitled
"Pardon my Intrusion” was a text on igneous rocks which followed
the life of a red hoi magma through her early unsettled [ife until
in her old age she became real gneiss. Another, "Settle Down'",
was a humorous article on sedementary rock and a companiocn article,
"They Put the 3Squeeze on Me",is obviously on metamorphic rocks.

We had asked for a story on-his discovery of amethyst and received
a beginning article for the DRIFTER. This is on the desert which
he so dear!y,lovgs and is a preface to the BIG story to come and
will be started in the next issue, we hope. Richard W. Rose.

JUNTCR MEMBERS PLAN FIELD TRIP

Les Pearl, sponsor of the Junior Group, advises that the juniors
are plafnning a fleld trip ©o Cranbroek Ipstditute of Science for
Saturday, »8prit I5th, S This trip® wil[ibe pEscito et E 5O ©FS thie
Junios ‘paftieipate. “The price of the!fare'lis #2.25 each-ahd must
be paildiby Saturday, Aprif 8th. If thereare net enough to:fiiy
the chartered bus dtae trip wiil| haves tesbeltcamcel led., “Parents,
please co-operate with Les on this project, so that your child
will have the opportunity of seeing one of the finest and the

best displayed mineral collection in the country. For further
information contact les Pearl, or Miss Grebel at the Museum.

GROUP MEETINGS CANCELLED FOR APRIL

The Paleontology Group sponsored by Les Pearl, the Mineral Group
sponsored by Dr., Richard Rose, and the Mineral Group sponsored by
Bob Rozema will not meet in April as most of those attending these
group meetings will be busy at the Museum in connection with the
Gem & Mineral Show. Plan on attending the MAY meetings of these
groups. Dates and pla~zes will be announced in the May DRIFTER.




SECOND ANNUAL GTid & MINERAL SHOW

April 16th, the doors of the Grand Rapids Public Museum will open
on the Second Annuai Gem & Minsrai Show of the Grand Rapids Mineral
Society, Those of you who participated in the show last year
wi 'l remember the thrill of pleasure we all felt as we stood in
the central hali of the museum on opening day and watched the
people of Grand Rapids as they moved past our caszes and by iheir
comments gave us their acceptance and their warm appreciation of
our: efforts. ¢ The reacticn ofd bolh he viieWing pubfic and the
directors of the Grand Rapids Public Museum was one of such
complete approval that the membership of the Grand Raoids Mineral
Scciety decided to make the show an annual presentation.,

All exhibitors are requested to have their displaye set up by the
5200 pim,.. closing hour off the muselm, on the afterncon’ of Setirdey
April 15, The museum has scme background material which will be
available to club members for their use, however those of you who
wish to furnish your own tackground material are more than welcome
tor do s0.  Wmst fal suggestion for your ownibenefyt, during the hext
two weeks drecp in at the museum and look over the case assigned for
your use by the show chairmen, Gerry Morric or Willis Atwell,

Some of you will be asked to help out on working demonstrations of
lapidary work and as hocts and hostesses for our club, ' If the
commititees sholild, forget to askiyou toihelp: Ut plieases fiee] Trec Lo
volunteer as we will need all of you. Iie expect to host group
from neighboring mineral and lapidary clubs who will want to meet
our members to discuss mutsial interest and problems;  Fhen," oo,
there will be local people who will want to taik to someone about
participation in the earth science hobby field.

The Second Annual Gem and Mineral Show is our gift of beauty and

i nformetion Lo the people of whiel G andl Rapi devareas v 1ty 158 our
expression of thanks to the Grand Rapids Public Museum for the

help and encouragement it has given us in building the Grand Rapids
Mineral Society into a cultural and educational organization which
s of sepvice 1o the eonmunily. 1t WS Ene Very bDest we can otfer,
show.in itsapromete it and aticndeits

The musetim e epen daily from 10, axmMsite 5500 pam; + Sundays.frem
2:00 pm to-5:08 pms - In additiomn thespuseums will;pe open from
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the evenings of Monday, April s
Thursday, April 20; Wednesday, Aprii:-25; Thursday, April 27;

and Friday, April 28. The Gem & wineral Show will remain open
through Sunday, April 30,

CONKLIN 4H ACHIEZVEWENT DAY

On Saturday, werch 25Lhyiwe hag the iphini
Achievement Day activities at Coopersvi'!le ¢ e
ope. seection. o WOLiava: Countys, . CF sSpechtal intenzet «te us were the
dicplavys of the Sifver Skar Ciuvbs sponsored: py aie Rosel, RRuss
Girard, Jim Jdeerman, and Art Haipin. .The first year members dis-
playec cases witnh 15 minerals and rocks, each properly identified.
The second year members had 30 properly identified rocks ang
minerals and ihree polished stores. The third year = Lapidary

Group -~ displayed their work which had been judged Ly Joe Hanna.
These dicplays will be part of the Cem & wlneral 3how at the wuseum.

lege cof attending the
of 4H groups of

~




MINERAL COLLECTING - Part 5 CRYSTAL FORM - FRACTURE =
CLEAVAGE - LUSTER

You will recall that in the March DRIFTER we talked about the
properties of hardness and streak as aids to identification..

This month we are going to consider four other properties of
particular value in the field identificationof minerals. Bear
.in mind that all properties must be considered in their proper
relationships. Thus a specimen of massive fluorite would not
exhibit the property of cleavage since this is strictly a property
of the erystal form. ~I am going te assume that all ef you own_and
use a good field guide, I will not, therefore, describe or explain
grystal Torm ... Thisuserics oTiartiicles is intended to help the
beginner to learn the language and techniques of the rock hobby.

One of the most important of these techniques is the intelligent
use of a good textbook of mineralogy or a good field gu1de such as
those by Frederick Bolgh or Erederick leomis.  If you don 't own

such a. book, buy ome 1mmedtately. Irying to collect and study
minerals without an accepted reference book is |ike trying to build
a frame house without nails

-y

Te better deccribe the properties I am caing to telblyou about amnd
te gjve you.an idea of how they are used, let's all pile interour
@ars and go on a fieid irip to Chepey Quarry at Bellevue, Michigan,
We have, of course, obtained permission to zcollect at this loca-
tion and we assemble at the determined placez and time to sign the
waivers which release the property owner of responsibility for our
safety. Cheney Quarry is in the Beyport Limestone of the Mississ-
ippian 8S8eries. Ii has produced representative to gcod crystals o7
several sulphides as well as the carbonate, calcite.

Having found an area that appeals to you, select your specimen for
sharpness of crystal form and general attractiveness, also for its
relationship to the. associatéd minerals of the area and to your

own . collection. For exampie, I have a plan do.buidd a-cohblect hon
of all of the rock formations that make up the bedrock of the |ower
peninsula of Michigam. 8e; I will be looking for a nice specimen
of Bayport Limestone containing good pyrite and calcite crystals.
Powdll, also, be on dhe leekout for fessits although the Baypore

is not known to pioduce Tossils of mich importance at this quarry.

Having picked out a good specimen of limestone with a good sized
vug contaxn1ng brlght brassy colored cubes and ocxhapo a fTew E\ght
colored to clear crystals .of rhombohedpal shape, vou set out to
make a tentative identification based on a field recognition of
the simpler more obvious properties of the minerals. The brassy
metalblic lisdier @f fhe cilbes e (s You et i 18 nlost likely: to
be a sulphide, the wcubiec crystal form agmees with that ef-pyrite
as does the pale brassy coler. The cube leaves a brownish black
or greenish line across your streak plate and they do not exhibit
a distinct cleavage, while their fracture is uneven to conchoidal,
alf of whieh are common propertics of pyritesy For a final check
try the hardness of the brassy cubes - they should be 6 106.5,
Property tests of the light col!ored rhombehedrons wil! undoubtedly
indicate calcite and your specimen can be labelled and put into
your collection as pyritesend calcite on l[imestene.

Robert R. Rozema
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for APRIL 1961

Sub ject: Participation in Midwest Shows
by Harry H. 8prague
General Chairman, 1961 Convention and Show

The date is set, the buildings have been set up, the decorations
are all in place, the dealers from all over the United States .
have signed their contracts, the special educational exhibits
have all been allotted their space, and the general programs as
well as the Editors Breakfast and the Annual Banquet are all in
their final stages of planning.

WHAT IS8 MISSING? VYou, the Societies and TNDIVIDUAL MEMBERS of
the Midwest Federation. We, the Host Scciety to the Midwest
Federation Gems and Minerals Fair and 2ist Annual Convention
have gone just about as far as we can without you!

NOW it is up to yeu. If you wish to make this 1961 show your
best in 21 years of existance it will be up to you. We will -
Reed your hedip and participatien wilth Club Displays and )
individual displays entered in the competitive as well as the
non-competitive divisions of the show.

The Rules and Regulations are in the mail, see to it that the
members of your Societies get copies of them. This is your

show ... it is put on expressily to give the collectors in the
Midwest a chance to see just what material their fellow collect=
ors have gathered.

e have an abundance of cases available, for your use rent free.
Fill out the applications for entry and join us here in Saginaw
at the biggest show and convention that the Midwest Federation
has ever held,

8o, come and meet old friends, join the active members of the
Federation by displaying your best. But if YOU CAN'T DISPLAY
COME ANYWAY 80 THAT WE MAY ALL ONCE AGAIN MEET AND RENEW

OLD FRIENDSHIPS.

Harry H. 8prague

Entry blanks are available from Joe Hanna or Bob Rozema.
See one of these members csoon and get your application in
by April 30th, Editor.
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