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FEBRUARY 14th REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

The regular meeting of the Grand Rapids Mineral Society will be
held at 8:00 p.m, on Wednesday, February l4that Riverside Elementary
School, 2420 Coit, N.E.

Program Committee Chairman, Willis Atwell, says "Col. John Glenn
and your program committee seem to be having an equally gifficuit
time getting into orbit. We too thought we were set a week ago
only to have to cancel just before count=down.

"The DRIFTER deadline now finds us still waiting to hear for sure.
Hence, the best we can tell you is '!There will be a program for you
on VWednesday, February I4th - Valentine's Day'".

The membership committee will be on hand to take your dues, If
you have not paid your 1962 dues, do so now. The new roster will
be compiled in the very near future and we would like to see all
of you included, but we can only do this if you have paid.

The contribution door prize is a beauty. Be sure to get in on it.
See Gus Beuker for your chance, ;

Henry Tchozeskf and his committee will be on hand to sell you
“material from the Rock Sale Table, Wy

~

A LAPIDARY TIP
" by Russ Girard

Next time you have to replace an odd shaped or non-standard sized
stone in a piece of Jjewelry try this gimmick, Take an old exposed
negative, and roughen it slightly with a piece of 400, .00:.600; gri k
sand paper. Lay it on the table, rough side up, and lay a piece

of carbon paper on it, carbon side down. Take the piece of Jewelry
(make sure the bezel is straightened out, if not straighten it with
your burnisher) and lay this on the carbon paper, bezel down, Now,
give it a couple of light raps. This should leave a carbon copy,
so to speak, of the bezel., Cut this out with a knife, razor blade,
or exacto mode! knife. Be sure to cut inside the line, in other
words, leave the line showing on the film., Now, lay it out and cut
just as you would with a regular template. Don't forget, if the
stone is not symmetrical, the template has to be turned over: i.e,
the roughened side goes against the stone. ;

This will also work for your free form sketches. 8imply lay the
sketch over the carbon paper and trace over it,

CONGRATULATIONS

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Chase are the proud parents of a new son. (Paul
is an ex-vice president),

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Crabbs are the proud parents of twin boys. Don,
in case you don't know him, is the man who looks like the cat who
swal lowed the canary. A grin from ear to ear.. Our sincere
congratulations.
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THE SPRING CLARION

It takes a heap of courage and imagination to keep up ona's @nthus-
iasm for this hobby of rocks and minerals when Old Mother Hature is
dumping the most priceiess crystals of all in such profusion upon

us,  "But'snow iz  besirtithiiangtits erystialisunmatehed by apiciher
substance even afier man has done all he can to improve the The
doker is, as you ali know, snow does not remain long in he q,hrP!ey
congdition, and all too sgon returne te its Fiuid statk ©F : Whitah
kidé‘can s5lop 'in; the'dog =and gdt mess' g @ld bring rndoors to

the dismay of any housewife,
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But what happens to father? Sure, he wipes his feet and al lithaty
but feek at el dthat Jusk In his corner of the bassmentl Rocks,
erystals; cttt¥ng® redigh, mach¥fery, dops] ' TapsGiando sl thenwestiof
his special eguipment, HRother some times wisnes it were just the
kids tracking ip the wet, She goes, unti] this time of the year
when father lays out his whole winter's endeavor, then steps back
to survey it all with that mystic glint of great satisfactionifor.a
job well done., Then she too gets a bit excited when she realizes
the 1mportan e cf all this laber of love, This verve to place a
dispiay of one's talent in ihe spring Gems and Mineral Show of the
local society at the Grapd'Bajrdsriglibitic Mussum which, this year,
wiil be the whole month of March, is something no doctor will
diagnose adve erseiy.

Here is where a bit of advice will help even one who has followed

the circuit of shows., - We can elways learn from past experiences

and sometiimes from the most simpie souil among us to choose ca&r efully,
place sparingly, label correc Iy, drrahge? arit ilstiiea [y, and: enter
accordl ng; tor e wutes of ‘the Committee.

Displays always have a message to those who view them, either of

e

themselves, their owner, or the society in ge eneral.

I hear this so often: "I have nothing to show!" Yet, [ have szen

some of your possessions, and if what you have fis mothlngﬁ, so help

me, you will have a hard time realizing when you have arrived

Always remember in Naturs there is no such thing as par;awfig -
So , leiincer Inolie ot s canisos W
g Ty ik Nednear Lyl neainty

of the 8SHOW COMMITTEE hzaded by

afways awneariy, nesr iy approach
than that wiich TashH
approach and respond
Mr. Fay Reed and off

You will not be sorry, and I know quite thrilled with the togetiher-
ness which comes when a ciub works in unison on a project of so
far-reaching effect,

Well, 'I' hope to gée‘as fine, {f not better show than any previous
one because of the expertence gained, 8ee you at tihe gate post
MARCH 3, 1962 when the dispiays will be set up, Legiie G, Pearl.
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February 14 - lWednesday, 8:00 p.m, Regular monthly meeting of
Grand Rapids Mineral Society at Riverside Eiementary
School, 2420 Coit N. E. Program plans not completed
at time of going to press. Watch the Giand Rapids
Press for details. :

February 18 - Sunday, 2:00 pEilaiiPfeld Trip to Michigan State
University Geology Department conducted by Di. Stonhe-
house., Meet at Natural Science Building ¢n the
campus of MSU in East Lansing at 2:00 p.m. Or.

- Richard Rose, Trip Chairman.

February 19 - Monday, 8:00 p.m. Board of Control meeting at
home of Mrs., L. He Duyser, 1043 Underwood S. E.

February 22 = Thursday, 8:00 p.m. Mineral Group meeting at the
home of Mrs. Nellie Mead, 334 Briarwood 8. E..
Bob Rozema, Group Leadei.

February 24 - Saturday, 10:00 to 12:00 noon. Lapidary Group
~ meeting at S&W Rock Shop. FREE use of equipment,

MARCH 3 ~  Saturday, all day (until 5:00 p.m,) Set up displays
at Grand Rapids Public Museum for month~long show,
See details elsewhere in DRIFTER., Fay Reed, Show
General Chairman.

MARCH & Sunday, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. FIRST DAY OF ROCK AND
MINERAL SHOW at Grand Rapids Public Museum

March 14 - Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. Rpgular Mdnthly meeting at
Riverside Elementary 8chool. ~

April 18 - Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. NOTE CHANGE OF DATE OF
: April meeting,

May 9 - \Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. Regular monthly meeting.

May 18-19 - Saturday and Sunday - KALAWMAZOO ROCKFEST. visplays,
dealers, auction, grab-bags, programs. More details
in future 1ssues.

June -8-9-10 - ROCKRAMA at Rockford, Illinois Shrine Temple.
Rock River Vailey Gem & Mineral Society, hosts,

Junhe 13 Wednesday, 6:00 p.m, Regular monthly meeting at
Caledonia Park Shei ter House.




FIELD TRIF PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY [8th

The first field trip of the year is planned for Sunday, February
I8th. Through.the efforts of. Dr. Richard Rose, we have been,
invited to tour the Geology Department of Michigan 8tate University
under the guidance of Dr. Stonehouse,

Those desiring a ride are asked to contact Dr. Rose and those
having room for one or more passengers are also asked to contact
him. In this way we can have a large turn oudsifoynthis trips

We will meet at the Natural Sc:ence Bui lding on the campus of MSU
in East Lansing at 2:00 p.m, Bee yousithere,

SYMPATHY
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Mrs. Jim Perkins in the death
of her father;  Mr. Claude Norton in the death of his father; and
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Palmer in the death of their son-in-law.

MARCH 18 SHOW MONTH

Plans under way by the Annual Show Committee are shaping up and the
Committee has held two skull sessions in the back corner of Fay
Reed's Brush & Archery S8hop. Those attending have been Jack
Kirkwood, Jerry iorris, Charles Sweet, and Bill Atwell,

Hosts and hostesses for Saturdays, Sundays, and special week=days
will be needed. Also in demand are members who are willing to
demonstrate cutting, polishing, facetlng, carving, and identifica-
tion. :

Most of all, the Show Committee needs club support in filling those
cases at the Museum. Just because you have only a few things to
display doesn 't excuse you + get in the activiiy and be one of the
members wearing an exhlbltor ribbon this year! . Last year only 33
members had dicplayo Sujlettbd Udolubihe 1t thls year because the space
is there.

POsdghiarim 4 TOds mpqeOe:k pubblboe

776 Leonard, N.&. (at Eastern) Grand Raplds 5, Mich.
Phone 742-3383
‘Star Sapphire - Gem Opal - Select Labradorite
[2 only parcels Mexican Opal (a full 2 oz. each) ’ $2.,50
Galaxie - Satel!lite - Gizmo = 49er tumblers - polishing kits
Lee Faceting Equipment - Frantom, Poly, Rock's, Gemlap

Silver = sheet & wire - tools, etc. large stock findings

"Grand Rapids Oldest Complete Rock Shop"




E ol TR Bk AN
THIRD ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL SHOW MARCH 3 - APRIL | = MUSEUM

This is an.epportunity for the
Grand Rapids Mineral Society
members to show the community
what “rock heumpds" do-ih this
hobby.of OIS, '

/e can share with others our
prized possessions and at the
same time interest others in our
hobby. There will be roocm for
a single}piece or a complete
display. You name it and the
Committee will fit it into the
ShOWassses cENTER NOW so we can

plan the space,

NAME PHONE
ADDRESS ZONE
TYPE OF EXHIBLT:  Mineral s ) slepidary .( ) fossi LG )

geological oddity ( ) educational ( )

SPACE REQUIREMENT

I WILL: give demonstration ( ) be a host/hostess ( )

arrange a neighborhood store display ( )

Fill this blank in as soon as possible and give, or send, to:

(Mr) FAY REED, Chairman
425 |.afayette, N.E,.
Grand Rapids 3, Mich,
(OVER)




ENTRY BLANK Continued

The Show Committee will again insure the exhibits during the show
period, To save time when you bring your exnibit to the Museum
on Saturday, March 3, please have an itsmized list of items and a
valuation on each,

IfT you have your exhibit plannad, it would ke even more helpful to
have the items lisied in the space below right now.

e

TTEM VALUE Ty ' VALUE

TOLALVAERE: .. &

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: February 24

DEACLINE FOR EXHIBITS: March 3 = 3:30 p.m., but the
eariter, the better!

BHOW CLOSES Al Be00 pD.ms SUNDAY, April | = ne Tooling!

¥




JANUARY MEETING IN RFVIFW

”

Guest Critic: “Barite Rose as told to I. Emma Rockhound

I visited your rock ciub last month, an' did you know that quartz
is really made up of fots of Jittle white and blue balls all

hooked togethe’Q An® there are twicé as nany little white balls.as
there as" dttde blue balls, An that those little balls are all
1ined cup:in a certain way so's they look like a checkerboard no .
matter which way you icok at 'em, An' Jots of other things I'I{
you about in just a minute,

You know, I been learnin' Jots of things lately. Just the other
day on TV I lesarned that when you swallowed a pill it won't open up
that little fiapper velve you got in your stomach unless the tablet
has ' a "BY scratehed in fti" AnY you' know what else I''learned? I
learned you got three little room-|ike thlngs up im your head thats
got different things like lightnin®, an' hammers, an' other stuff
like that in um. I learned that on TV.

But that ain't nothin' to what I Iearned at thagt there rock meetin'
I learned lots of things. I learned that Mrs. Atwell didn't give
two hoots in a dry wash fer that picture. Fact is, she went sound
to sleep and would have fell off her chair r,cht of Lhe T looR T
Doey Rose hadn®t been settin® next to her so's she fell up against
him an' woke herself up. That Mr. Atwe!l whel, the Ilked it real
well, He set right there a watchin® it every m4nute an' never once
looked at that pretty little girl a settin’ down the row a spell,
an! she was a humdinger too.

But I learned some other thlngs about rocks too. You know them
little balls we was talkin' about well, when they all !ine up
that-a-way, that's what makes ‘em crystals.:. Yes, sir, an when
you study crysta!s that, there's Crystalography - now ain't that
gome word.. . Wait. ity try that one on some of the fellas back
around Globe and Miami, an' around the Superstltlons. Bet they
sets up an takes notlce! Oh, before I forget it - them balls, wall
they ain't really balls at all them whxte ones are supposed to be
oxygen atoms, an' the blue ones - them's the silicon atoms - an'
when they lines up - well the silicon atoms lie on three inter=
penetrating hexagonal lattices which got in the vertlcal direction
a spiral arrangement in respect to each other., An' them oxygen
atoms, why, they seem to be grouped in a tetrahedral manner around
the silicon atoms., &n that little group of balls that that feller
kept pulling out,that there's called the unit cell, an' its got
three blue balls or silicon atoms in it,

Ch, yal An' there's another kind of Symmetry besides the kind where
you puts dead people. This new kind ig where you stick a straw
through them littie balls an' then turn the straw around, an' if

you see the same pattern more than once that s Symmetry, There's
more than two kinds of symmetry too., The(e s lots of kinds,
depending on how many times you see the ‘Same pattern of balls while
you turn the straw around once,.

Now, quartz - that'’s what they was tafkla about, that belongs to

the Trlgonal or Rhombohedral Division of the Hexagonal Isometric .
System, an' its got three Ifke planes of symmetry intersecting at
angles of 60° in the vertical axis, Bet you thought there was :
six, didn't you? wall, there ain't, only three. (continued next page




Januéfy Meeting (Continuad)

Yup, 1t has a vertical princi

that s ot aldiy J5 o ot b

pa: exis of Triganal Symmetry, an’

ce hoiizontal exes of Binary Symmetry,

co-1nc1d1ng with the Horizontai Crystallographic axes.

Now, if you 'd come to more rock meetings you Loy earn them things

too.  Besides ihe movin' nd.ci

ure was gcod, an’ thcy was all color

toos;. ¥You folks was m”ghty lucky to have Mr, Bell's telephone

company let you see it.

Ohsala = _before I fTorgit dils

dud you see them pen holder things

that tbat Gerry Morris made so's the ctub could give them to the
past presidents. I saw Doc Rese's, an'! it was a map of Michigan
all wuts out of some rock Gerry Morris called Petoskey staone or
QOﬂutﬂ1n . I ain’t never seen none of it before, Doc Rose says
A Jjust petrified sea bottam but I noticed he was sure proud of
1t¢ It.shore looked pretty though., Makes a fella kind a wish

he ecould-write, Wail, anyway
I.learned. a_lot; I think?2. . Ao

it was a good meetin' Real good!
I medogyleh o@ireal nlce folks,

That Mr. Pear| fellow, the president, said I coufd join your club

for two dollars awo ceme to all the maetxns on the second Wednesday

of eyery month, at’ . el £9 .

BRI OSKEY STONE

I walk along the shore
in search of youa.

I tden'an''olrcwerd gezes,
where blue meets biue.

Thw waves come rolling in,
they break on shore.

They may. have washed you in,
and marly more.

I turn a downward gaze,
the search begin.

You take my eve, it does
something within.

P9 1ck® yod Ul Gl Joys,
and take you home,

But you are just lowly
Petoskey sAune.

No lovely thing's been washed
in by the tid

Your beauty's buried very
deep inside,

I shape and polish you
to heait’s content.

Nert 't 1= cornt "' Wesuky
the hours I spent

Are but a moment in
the span of time

That you were forming, now

: you are sublime,

Thousands of years, the waves *
washed over you,

o Sotmt Yoti e hush e
{5 bR b TN o

But brings cut the beauty
already there.

Now you are done, I »
handle you with care.

T yotrt L - o Ehie
countleh‘ ages see.

God's handiwork is now
reveajed to me.

Adelaide Halpin.’
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for February'1962

Sub ject: Responsibiea Membefship
By: Floyd N. Mortenson, Past President MWF

It is high time that all of us take a determined stand towards stop-
ping the thoughtiess and irresponsible acts of a few members of our
societies who are ruining the reputation of all rock and mineral
hobbyists

Hardly a month goes by that does not bring out a story of unwar-
ranted acts of vandalism or trespassing by collectors at some quarry
or mine, which has so aroused the ire of the owners and managers,
that they have closed the place to all collectors.

]

Now, most of us are aware of the fact that the "screwballs", who do

-~ not know how (or care iess) to conduct themselves while on-a field

trip, are unquestionabiy in a minority among the members of organ-
ized earth science ciubs and we can all recall the increasing number
of such incidents which have been brought to our attention in the p
past. few years. What are we, as concientious and responsible
members, going to do about {t? \hat can we do about it?

Some serious thinking on this problem points out several avenues of
approach which are open to us in our search for a solution, One of
these avenues is namad "Education". Ve can embark upon an inten-
sive program of educating those members who may possibly be dojng
the wrong thing through ignorance. Most likely many of these
members can be straightened out once they are made aware of their
failings. The other avenue leads us to a close scrutiny of our
policies on membership qualifications. Here we can find an import=-
ant cause of our dilemma which can be traced to lax and impetuous
efforts to build up membership roles by freely accepting all comers
who can be "hijh-pressured” into joining a local society. I am
positive that such practices result in letting down the gates to
many 'screwballs" and ultimately in closing the gates to many good
colleeting areas. : ; i

Although we may not feel that this is fair to the well behaved and
responsible collectors, we cannot blame the quarry and mine oper=-
ators for protecting their rights and property. They have their
respondbilities and we have curs. While much of the damage is done,
we can still take some positive steps to take some corrective
action. We must eliminate this vandalism by a stepped up education-

- al program and by a better screening of our membership applications.

Of course, we have no control over the "outsider" who at times mis-
behaves in the quarry or mine, but we do very definitely have
responsibilities as organized earth science societies to assume the
task of putting our own house in ordei, That is a responsibility we

cannot afford to shirk.
Floyd N. Mortenson, Past President MWF




Sub ject: Programs
Bys: E. W. Courteri Program Chairman

Having trouble lining up programs? In a quandry as to what to do?
Who to get? Where to jook? Hcw to get it? Seems to be a common
problem that most of us experience at some time or other. The
important thing though == what are you doing about it? As you know
the well being of any organization is dependent upon the quality of
its programs. Nothing can undermine the morale of your members
quicker than a lack of programs or programs that fail to stimulate
interest.

It becomes 1mportan+ then to overcome this problem and as your
Midwest Program Chairman, I would like to help you. Unfortunately
there is no Aladdin's Lamp that will remedy this situation with a
single rub, but I do have some special aidsto offer that should
give you he!p. :

FIRST: I have an article "S8o You've Been Made Program Chairman"
which has to do with the psychology of being a program chairman and
the ways and means of going about the job. Might give you a differ=-
ent slant on thlngs - maybe some ideas. If you would like a copy,
write me and P00 cend 11 2ions te you.

SECONDy In the making -= avaiiable in the very near future -- a
directory of program afds. It ' will list a wide variety of programs
and tell you how to go about getting them. Should be valuable to
both your program and educational committee.

One section will [ist more than three hundred movie films, both

free and.rental, availlable to greups such as ours, 1t will describe
the subject materla! of each fllm -~ tell you where it may be
obtained,

Another section will be set up as a speaker's guide., It will list
slide programs, demonstrations, speakers, and other personally
conducted programs. It will describe the program, tell you whom to

contact, and let you know the approximate area where it is available,

Now then == A FAVOR FROM YOU, 1In order that the sectlon on personally
conducted programs be as complete as possible, we 'd like some help.

In your area--either in your own society or out-~ I know there are
people who can put on programs--slide presentations, Iectures,
demonstrations, and the like, With their permission, gt ke to
ltst. them In clr maw directar/y . 50, tor the Weeod of al!l €lubs, won't
you take a moment right now and send me the names and addresses of

all those you might know so I can contact them,

In the meantime,’if‘I can assist you with any of your own program
problems, do drop me a line.

Sincerely yours

Bt e iCGourter
15459 Tracey, Detroit 27, Michigan




MIDWEST FEDERATION
LETTER= A= MONTH
for Janmuary 1961

Subject: The Letter-A-Month
by Leo Yanasak, President midwest Federation

One of the most serious proplems of all Regional Federations and
also the American Federstion, is getting information to the
individua!l clubs and thus to the ciub members, Scme tiried issuing
builetins, ethers publish

ed an of ficiai magazine, stiii othersstried
i g space in puoiications. *0‘ one
founrnd to be unsaiisfte ory. -They

i get lpformet fon gt By
0 ] y s
¥pensive, or did not reach the members.,

Feason OF anetbher %
Were aither toos Lot

cam? up with the
‘e Midwest, Thes
af the Midwes

At present about 250 cepis
They are sent tc Liajson Bl
Officers of the Mldwest Federat
dmerican Federstion. These Ietm,”

and mai l[ing abolut 6¢ a p‘ece g
coat indeed for the results sbtain

There is just one cot
actwal iy have th Lhci

3
=y

e e e tart Lo pra 0 smbares. Pt de the
hope of the Micwast anll Elub ave The letter read,
or at least b;%efquj F taelr husis meeiing. Just
layiing it en the tatie o g "Here it (i Marniy dE Goe
Jobs A8 & fesult ‘%e cluks | iow ihis praciice do hol Khow
what theilr own Federation is yeu of them?

Leo V. Yanasak
President

Editor’s Note: This letter recefved too late for the January

filssue OF thie BREFIERN




The Grand Rapids iineral ‘ociety
1355 Hollywood H.5 .

irand Rapids 5, Micr.,
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