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Mok R € B M B en T Fa NG

Vate: Wednesday, warch 11

-. TET

Time: 8100 . Fu comeqeartier e (\}
I Yo wants tosviisit
doors open at.a/:30

Flace: iKiverside Elementary ochool
24200 Coft B

Frogram: At the time of going
to press BlieipkeyEamc,
had not been dec1ded,/ L
Ofyy TS (s et - 2 /J»\ ,/jB pe
because of lack of co- operq}ﬁoQ/qwfjg ,4//\ e
thie {Bia 0l QR BEGHEaM é//\Y//&//Yéh \VC{7 S
¢ i igEiia By md aCk K iEkwoed  wt ar B\ &
pbut because Jack has been
transferred from the GR \\
Cffice of R uhhabo vie i
Cincinnati office where he &

wi | ks 'oe fheoditiectonrn. o 1khis
is a promotion for Jack and we
happye, for Hilim e e L hewugih it

wild leave a hole in our
society which will be hard
to Tialsl & scG00d 3l Usies. Jeiels,

on your new job.

But we .ILL have a program,
have something of interest to our
members and guests.

«€ will have a door prize as well as the donation prize
of a sphere made and donated by Jim wolenbeek. Proceeds from’”
the salerif Wihckets wild go tto buy more equiiprient: fort sthe junirers ,

MINERAL STULY GROUF MEETING

The wineral Study greup met on Thursday, Februamyd 44T S5l des
of the mineral colffeckion at the bmithsentan 1n washingteon; D C
were shown., The meeting was hosted by the Rozemas.

The sarch meeltimg ef this group will be held at the home of wr.
& Jirs, Joseph Rarich, 22012 Thorpweed & .. &t 8:00 Puw on Thursday
walch 26, . e sheies Wolbug il join Us.

SARCH. AND EARLY APRIL 15 SHOw TINME

fs anmounced dn the February ORIFTER, the Anpnual shew of our
group at the wiuseum has been extended beyond the 29th of Jarch.
This show wil) continue Umti| Sumdey, Aprit 19 at 5:00 P.u.
kast month's ORIFTER stated the 18th which was in errer. Plan
tioibe on hand at 5:00 an April. 20ThH to remove your @isplay: fTrom
its case. FPlease be prompt sc that someone will not have to
At RO Vol torget Welurimabteri o ot .
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As I write this everyone is busy with last minute projects
to compliete (the displiays forvoursshow at the Museum.  And.by
the time this reaches you our show will have been on 'public
displaysfoer a ceuplie of daye s

The fountainen the center @f thic main hall is the work of
Jick vamstra withthe assistanceVef“a masonitrom Valentine's:

Show Chaimman Jerry w rrils and Hils cemnittee have been working
hardf and Wit looks as #f it Has paidfc@a, '9.cfihavé’a véry ‘good
show and it should atitraet a [otso iBsEBant tom .,

waly Jane.dockeray, Mrs. Elaitne Smikth, ‘aiid myfgdood wife, Ruih,
appeared on TV from «Kz0O in Kalamazoo and gave our show a good
boost. The publicity received through the Press has been very
good and we are indebted to Elaine Smith and Wable Palmer for
the two articles.

Qur: past president Bitll Atwell has been ftifansferred to
~ashington and I have, withthe approval of the Board, appointed
Bob Rozema to.Tilil the vacaney on the ‘board -cirdated by B B s
departure. we wish Bill much success and happiness in his new
position and we hope he will have an opportunity to visit us

if he comes this way.

~e also wish to congratulaté Vice-Fresident Jack Kirkwood on
Niss: promot-d on as Disrector tof the F H A office in Gisncifanativ,
..e are sorry he has had to leave us, but we know he will make
g good adaition o e tc Bt SmiiCitn clitnniaitiit,

I want to take this opportonity to thank each rand eviery one of
you who have had a hand in making our show a success and this
includes many,i mahny fof lour membe s,

Uoni'tt: i f orgle b cbhel tiftivenliasstir 5ot ave \are @ anntingh v oint eAp i3l T2 th,
At the time of the Eoard meeting Casey Doornbos reported that
he had 30 reservationsetl il yol navenil c phde yours, better
take care of this immediately. Cnly nine more seats to fill
to hpevel ' TulilE biss

Augie Fost, President
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March 11

.ednesday, 8:00 Py Regular monthly meeting at
Rivenside: Elementaryuseheed,: 2420 Codt, N.E:

varch 16 - wenday, 8:00. L.y Boand ©f wCanlbne [reueetid ng at home
Of wiies pNarie Splelmaker; 4680 Burlingame, S....,
WO,

warch 26 - Thursday, 8:00 Fu; wineral otudy Stoup: at home of

s Jee Parrish, 2212y Ehornnoetys Semey  Gland Raplde,

Wil Chigan a

Aprit 8 - .edesday, 8300 Fuw, Regular wionthdy, meeting.~
Nemilmation of Officers Tor coming year.

April 12 - Sumeeys . Blelddirmie by.bus to Field duseum.
ppril 13 - wonday,  8:€0 F., Boare of Control meeiling.

April 19 4 sunday. 5800 Pu,. close of ANNUAL ROCK & il NERAL
SHOW ., " RENOVIEL O DLCELAVE o FREASE BE: BROMPT .

ay 16=17 = Baturday and Sunday, kalamazeesCeologosal; and
vineral Show.

July 2%-24-25.26 - idwest Federation Convention andshow,
Muskegon,

SEE PACE 4 ©OF TS [18SUF OF THE DRIETER FOR THE
SHOW CALENDAR SHOWING SFECIAL EVENTS
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GRAND RAPIDS MINERAL BOCIETY

DEVCONSTRATICNS

SATURDAYS ANo. SUNDBYSTZ:00 ol = 5= 001 Ry
JUNIOR LAFPIDARY. CROUP \NEUSE GIRARD, INSTRUCTER
GERALD WORRIE, RETCRREVHSTONRE PCLISHING
ERMNIE GIFFCORD, LARIJARY

TRUCTOR
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N
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JUNICRLAFIDARY GROUFFRUSS CIRARD,
RUBERT ‘REED ROZEwA, S DARTIARY
JUNIOR LAPIDARY GROUVES RS G 1RARD, e TRUCTCR
RICHARD AND GARY DAMS8TRA, CABOCHON
LARRY FEGEL, LAPFING
JIwi HCLENBEEK, SPHERE wAKING
HENRY TCHCZESKI, VERM ATSON & SON
SILVERSWITHING DEvONSTRATIGON
LARPT OaRSE, T RS, BEMIREY, SCORNEBLTUS' DCORNBOS

MR S, AUBUST POST
PETOSKEY SHOMNE BELISHINC, GERALD #CRRIS
AP RDARMA S §iRe IGIRE:. ROBERTY (Sl TH
TO BE ‘ANNCUNCED
PETOSKEY STONE BCOLISHING, CERALL WCRRIS

DEIONSTRATICONS
FOR o@a00L CROUES

THURSDAYS 1: 08 Fw - 5:00 £

JR. RICHARD ROGE

{7

NINA ROZEA
ELAINE SwmITH
NONE

JO

PARRIGH

m

DR. RICHARD RO3E

MRS . GERALD WORRIS

EVERY SUNDAY - WOVIES RELATING TC ROCKS AND wINERALS

Dt neEeE N @CINTEENUG oS
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A DAY IN THE SLWEETHCHBSEORESNUhby (HIE0Dake

Among the many petrified forests of the world, the area known

as the Sweethome Petrified Forest stands unique. Although known
T olE dmiaimy Ayedrs 2byaleogal ~Farmers, LitsBextent i seientitfiic 'vialide and
outstanding features have not been realized until recently.

The Bweethome Petrified Forest is readily accessible by auto and
is situated some 25 miles southeast of Albany, Oregon, and can
be reached via highway number 99. The forest is named after the
town of Sweethome. The best exposures of the fossil wood are to
the 'seuth Tof thils *clommun ity §

A preliminary survey made of the area by local collectors, in-
cluding walter Nelson, Charles Flory, George Kirkwood, and the
writer, indicates that the fossil forest extends over an area of
at least twenty square miles. The localities which have so far
yielded the best and most abundant specimens are on the small
farms between the towns of Sweethome and Holley. The latter town
is about 4 miles south of Sweethome. Fossil wood is also found
over a considerable area to the south and east of the above
communities.

Thie ‘geo bogiicall "horiiizon et whieh the fossi'l wood accurs in the
Sweethome Petrified Forest appears to be associated with the
Tyee sandstones which are referred to as Eocene age. This would

place the age of the fossil wood at approximately 50 million years.

Further studies of the region may prove a correlation with the
well known Coshen flora fo the south 'in lane Gounty, which would
place the Sweethome Forest in Oligocene.

Cutcroppings of fossil flora were encountered in the Sweethome
Forest region, but no detailed study has been made of this
material. The ancient Gweethome Forest probably thrived under
sub-tropical climatic conditions, as indicated by specimens of
fossil Tig wood which have been found. Cedar, laurel, and oak
have also been identified, but hardwoods are not dominant.

For some years the farmers in this region have looked upon the
specimens of fossil wood as an anooyance. .hile plowing the f
fields innumerable specimens of fossil viood are encountered on
some of the farms, and these, together with what rock the plow

may expose, are piled along the fences or thrown upon hugh piles.
Some off tihe farms have small mountains of rock intermingled with
fossi I woods*® In many “instances ‘permission can ‘be readily obtained
totiricmiciviel Hhiitel INmeicke Y If Fom tthie tpidep ertyl, Bl frfe giton: lits Mnict! ok ok |y
settl edp but’ ‘around most of "the Ffarms v thie 'Sweethome wistrict
fossil wood is abundant, and generally a small pile of the better
grade of specimens will be seen around the homes.

Very little collecting has been done in the Sweethome Forest. A
smal'l number of local cdllectors have for the past year visgited a
few of the farms where an interest was taken in the specimens and
the BEtTer SohesiBrodght ih “friom Sthe i elfds . ¥ The “Des® specimens
would be selected for cabinet use.

Ames Creek, south of Sweethome, appears to yield a tremendous
: (continued next page)
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S.EETHCWE FOREST (continued)

guanti by wof wsipecimens. 2 As ta mattepiofsfiact,;vat vleasbatennper
gent of the rockain thesoreek bottomsandalenae sthesshores fis
fossil wood. On a farm of 150 acres which Ames Creek passes
throughi sover (twe tens of ohimbasecbhons suicEe picked (up uihm fa fvery
limited area.

Not all specimens of fossil wood found in the Sweethome Forest
are colorful, and rsuitable for vouttiimgsand po lishings: Rernhap?
only above five per cent of the specimens can be classes as
outstanding. Rather, the localilyvitswenatkable for thefact
that a considerable amount of the wood is in well preserved
compiete limb and tree sections, which show the grain of the
vvood remarkably clear.

08t of the specimens are silicified and agatized, rather than
opalizedy hence -bright colons arednolsfeund  in profusiom: @ -A
number of excellent jasperized specimens were seen by the writer
The complete limb and tree sections, regardless of color, make
excellent specimens for study purposes.

Frobably the most interesting and golorful of all specimens
found in the Sweethome Forest is the wood which has been largely
silicified by well colored carnelian agate. Usually these
specimens are not complete replacements of the entire log sec-
tion by carnelian, but show thick layers and seams of the agate
running lengthwise with the grain of the wood. Some of these
masses are of substantial size.

Although not occuring in any great quantity, very excellent
carnelian agate is found associated with the wood at some
l[ocalities in the Sweethome Forest, especially along Ames Creek.
The agate masses are well colored and the color penetrates
fairly deeply into the specimens. GJome show combinations of
fortification agate with the carnelian color.

wmany of the tree and limb sections of fossil wood found in the
owweethome Forest will range from three toeight inches in
diameter, and.in varying lengths up to several feet. GSome
smaller and considerably larger sections are also available,

ARt er gy RUMbe ko b ips Lo «hie »loca kit BUAEREe Wl t o and obilers
Lt was theught That no trees standiingsim Lile orkginals vertical
pos Tilon, Jiere ot o e Fountm-Local srasidenimdhad: st ated thats in
certain places :stumps were standing in the vertical position.
After some search an area was found by Charles Flory and the
vwriter where marvelously agatized fossil| stumps were found in
the original vertical posiikon .

The denuded fossil trees found standing in the vertical position
are approximately 50 million years in age and are remarkable in
that they are standing in the midst of a present-day Douglas
i forest .no more than 200 years o kd. 3-5n: many. -nstances: a i ve-
foot diameter fossil stump may be seen adjacent to a 200-year
glld Fir, pine or oak tree. . Jhe.present:forest.is a mixed one,
i thy coougila s TNiim iiin sbhe ~dominant -posi-tion.

(continued next page)
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3.EETHCGLE FGREST (Continued)

According . to Charles Flory,iSupervisor-ef the.wts Baker,
washington, National! Forest, the Sweethome Petrified Forest is
oneaof . .the veryifewsefasitsakind in:the.entireswonlidss Ibtis
well-known . that.most of the.great fossi| forest-of.the worl!ld
are in areas where forests.of today do not thrive.

The.area of vertical! standimg stumps is.noet.an. iselated one,

but extends over a considerable area. In the thickest partvof
the present-day forest the debris is so deep that the old
agatized remains cannot readily be found, but upon slopes where
small streams have cut canyens the fossil examples are vell
exposed. In one area of only a few acres over twenty large
stumps were noted standing in vertical positioo. Scattered about
in this area are many tons of large and small petrified logs

and a great amount of fragmentary material.

About four miles from the above described area of standing fossil
trees is a remarkable exposure of the ancient forest in a cross
secetion. i sloca ity wlis sinatiie @spyien . of the CalapoayaisRiteer
about four miles east of Hol lleys$ilake ithe -upper 4Ca hapooya read
anhd park at the wvered bridge and walk one-fourth mile down

the railway track.

Exposed .onsthesnesth isi de (0f ot Ric il viaFacamyon +hs saiseries «of
sedimentarciwes, «ifnchuding sandstonesandscomso!lidated ¢lay . shales.
At numerocus places on the face of the steep canyon wall can be
seen petrified trees of various sizes standing in:a vertical
position. hile colerful specimans are haclsiing sheme, bhe local~
ity offers ample preef ‘that the Sweethome Forest is not of the
dnift type, byt wasiscevemadsand fossilizedq whi ke istandimg simathe
vertical position. It is hoped that these remarkable specimens
will remain unmolested.

The typical dark and coarse sandstones in which the trees are
embedded at this locality are exactly the same as those assoc-
iated with the denuded standing forest described psbove. This
sandstone also seems to mark the horizon at whick sgecimens are
most likely to be found. Above this specimens are not likely
to .be Tound, hence this oulerepping of gandsteneswisl Lasierve as
an excellent field guide to indicate where specimens occur.

Among other rare and unique specimens found in the Sweethome
Forest is the silicified wood showing layers and coatings of
guartz.civstahksaanlkn . some ~instaneces bheaquarthz ~cRysta ks sare of

a drusy nature, while specimens have been found showing quartz
groups of considerable size and comprising large specimens.

The deposition of quartz crystals is in seams and layers and is
probabilly of a' seceldalry Rature, The woed prier te silicificatien
probably dessicated, the spaces caused by shrinkage were not
filled in by the-original deposiitom of .aili cascbut by sub-
sequent solutions of a different character,

Cne of the largest and finest examples of fossil wood showing
coatings of quartz crystal groups was the specimen recenttly
foukdt by sy alten Nelson . (coptinued next page)




Page 8
SGEETHOWE (conmtinyed)

This speciimen was'a portionofta-lande’ logy thevaFeaishewing
fimesquartz crystals’was’over*fifiy*polndssita ‘weighty*and by
careful breaking several fine large cabinet pieces were obtained
In-the thicker seams the large quartz crystals were deposited

as open coxeomb ‘growenss

For the time being the exact location of the newly discovered
standing portion of the sweethome Petrified Forest cannot be
revealed *  the peneral public Cwing to the convenient location
of the area it is possible that vandalism maydestroy many of the
remarkable tree siumps, despite the fact that excellent loose
material is available here and elsewhere.

The standing tree area could be developed into a state park at
relatively little cost, and this' 'PStargeds *Addant fom 'is¥calfed
1o the fact that the Ginko Petrifiecd BoRest (efaie parlk) in
centria Fiaghimgten“drew 'nearly *60,000 Vi siRkters tn 19358, “TFhis
shiou id 'servie tais amp e 'proof of the wilde plePilc interest i'n“areas
offt Lk GsBREs BBleve fopments of ‘si'mi fap SinEercet “codld ' Meadi'ty

be made in the Oregon locality.

The writer wishes to thank alter Nelsem., Feieland colléctor;
for guiding him te various places of speEiall Wmterest in the
Sweéthome Forest, and otherwise aiding him in obtaining the data
presented heres ' Due appreciation is extemded to Charles Flory
of Bellingham, Wwasnhington, for his kind aid. Acknowledgement

i s imade ko SAL IRITHINes vand "George 'F§ 'KilFklidea; Pert fandiicollacte
oS, STer sthieiir daliid tibn the fitelld:

Several local residents kindly permitted the writer and party
To ‘entier “hheir SpiFcpie rEY fand frec lty ‘remeove spceimensy ahd dther-
wise rendered ald. [This hospitality amdScemerolsifiy e
appreciated.

From The Wineralogist iagazine, .sarch 1940

Editor's No'te ‘= Plegde note *the ‘date ‘of thi's “grficle ‘and don"t
EUsiH iogrEi St o “Oriegeon tlelsde Yot cel llicicitifng '™ YF tmagine “thi's
area is'now ‘pretity “welll Sgilcked Yovier samd “d I/l “thie easy ‘col Fect-
ing has been done. But don't you wish you had been there
in 1940 when it was a newly discovered collecting site?

PERESOW A EL

A couple of our members have been hospitalized recently.
Herbert Papke had an operation on his back, but we are happy
to «report “that the | §Tback Yol °h Ps éTeet “and “patifent by (%)
awa'Ft frig “the “doctor s "Badk-tolwork™ S¥ghA.

Clarence Ryan was hospitalizea after a fall from a 5-foot

| agder, o ‘broken borRes ¥ but ‘hehad asbleod~c Polt an tThe

brain, which, with good medical care, dissolved and he returnec
home of February 26th. Good luck teo beoth 6f theses meh.

Hope to see you both at the next meeting.
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viIDWEST FEDERATION's "LETTER-A-<CNTH" for sMarch 1964

LEGLSLATIME ..COMMLILEE . REEORT

I'm sure many of us feel Yife is compls dated enough without locking
horns with the govdrnment over what may seem to be an innocuous
recreational-type hobby. 1It's understandable therefore that many
have asked, "why a legislative committee for rockhounds?" Perhaps
the basic answer 'l festin''‘the fdet THat what' We''are engaged in, is
not a mere hobby. The problems we face are compounded by the
tremendous growih of this aveeston from a slight handful, K of amateli
thirty years-age-to mi*f Mions o ehthlusiasts today. .. matr of fwhom
have achieved a high degree of professional know=how.

with this iperegsing 'arrayion ali gigie sV getiile forth every spring,
there is little wonder that our |awmakers have begun to take a
serious look at these strange creatures apparently bent on re-arr=-
anging the earth's crust.'™ BUC theleblecl o ohigrdas didn't focus on
the situation until we witilessed the advent of the "quitk=buck
artists"., With bull-dozers, dynamite and itinerant bean pickers
they entered the knownm wollffectiny aifeas for adgate, pelrified wood,
rare crystals and junkite and picked them clean. ‘Land ‘owners' and
lessers' rights were ignored and soon many desirable spots were
closed to all comerss " Sinece PUb!ic Lands ‘Were receiving the same

~going-over, it .was inevitable that the Federal Government step in

with both feet and introduce new laws restricting mineral colilecting

Thus the legislative committee was established by the Federation's
past-president Bernice Rexin and continued by direction “of "Precident
Russ Kemp. After receiving the assignment as chairman, I asked

two of the best informed-pegple I' Knew to serve with me~~-June

Culp Zeitner of Mission, 8. D. and WMerton Yeuns of Wichigantown,
Indiana. Teo me, thell long experfencelin eariitfecicnce research,
and the conservative development of our natural Feselrces was
fundamental to the establishment of an effective working- committee.

we Tirst tackled the wilderness Bi'll' which Woula have made many
areas Imeccessiele to all but the rugsed amd fie rich. The lands
woula havie beem @S-l Tmits “Tor “the mitNerel "eollicctor and, with no
reads, could Mot even be ‘seen by .mMost Amecricans,  "'Tho we exerted no
int luence in having “the Will stymied in Commlttee, we were starting
to make ourselves "hedrd. when the Bureau of Land Managemant,

Department of Imterjor cave birth te the sesealled Petrified wood
Act, we were prepafeds Since s stipGlation el our hen<profit
orgamization .Statls Bremibits .our emgading dn.oelitics, we restricte
our efforts to a presentation to the Bureau and members of Congress
af "Ehe oropfems Pthe preposcd ledislatieon created. For jhnstapce..
the—ten-pound-deity-—timit-on-coltecting-petrified-wood-is—ecomplbete |
ufnrealistic approasch amd the year ly ftotal limit is patent ly upen=
ferceable oyteide a Puliiee State., To place proper emphasis an

the matter, however, we suggested that our members give voice to
their individual thoughts directly to the people who represent them
in the House and Senate.

we Were by noe means alopne, The other Fedeérations imecluding the
American Federation, the lLapidary Journal and Gems and wWlpnerals
magazihes Were i@ the Flght: frem the very:beglnning.

{continued next page
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LECLSLATIVE CUsMmITTEE REFOST (concluded)
Now we are coordinating our effeorts to efifect sencible solutions
Lo our growing preblems Overwhe lmed at Tirst by the magnitude anc

unanimity of our membershlp, Ehe Bept. of Inpterior is elrremt!ly
werking with American Federatlon representatives (who have been
aeiilised of the ividwest's wishes to establieh a unifieo position)

i ofder to write a Jjust @nd effective aet. wuieh remains to be done,
DLt I feel we're on the pighe frack.

Qccasional!y I'm asked by o member of epielow oUr mineral sociellies
Pahy Join land pay dues ta)l s federatijon  Le jlust waht Lo punt
rocks and enjoy this wonderful hobby."

I thimk athis ansvers thelr quectlon. Joe D Hanna, Jr°
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INFORMATION FOR ALL CCNTESTANTS UNOER THE 1964 UNIFGRw RULES

At last ear'e Naticnale®lnow in«Oklahoma City a mew aubthority was a
approved for Lhe Mester group in the Fossil cetegony, UThie Treatise
Series on Invertiebrate Paleontology' by Raymend #oere. . It now
appears thak tais selection may be working ahardsmnip on many pot-
ential exhibiitors. The Treatice Beries. gdees mot yel have wide
dictribution =g therefore may not be avalliapfie for extended periods
To.the auerage collector. Alse, lhe fepeptcd price is beyond the
means of many individuals.,

whi le we in the AFwS Uniferm Eliles committee have meltner the
authority nor the desire to Feuwerse decisions reached at Oklahoma
City, we feel we would be remiss were we to ignore the situation.
Theretore, at the Naitiopall ShHew §a San datonio we shall call these

matters te the attentiom B & Focsil Judging teams amd reguest

that they observe approgeiate Slicmicncy When scoring the lgbeling in
the waster Fossi! classilfifcen tel: .

Again thie year the followlhg deviations from Dana and Hey will be
acceptable on labels: Cb81d1an, Phyollte, Chanite, cta. Chrysocollz
and Psilomilane will be "Chalcedony' with descriptive terms in

parentheses.
Herb Dedsailit p Chaiirman, » AEMS
Unititorm Ruleo Commlttee
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SUPPCRT. THE SFU o5

Thiere will e many shows and exhibits thies spring and summer §Q oUE
Fegicn as well 45 in ethers. Flan te attemd as many of the shows
a5 you ean and thus help promoie the showlihg ef rocks gnd minerals
eites
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