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Wednesday, May 12, is the date of our Annual Meeting which will
be held at Ridgeview Junior High School Cafeteria. As has been

our custem fer the past few years, The.nectlig J.dd e precegey
by a potluck dinner, arrangements for which are in the capable
hands of wrs. Betty Tchozeski - dinner a: 6:30 FM.

Election af officers and board members fTor the coming Year Wil
takeiplace 2t 8100 FM.. Nominations Were made at the April meet-

ing.

AND for our program we will have wr. Von Jel Chamberlain, staff
Astronomer at the Abrams Flanetarjum at wichigan State University.
He will falk on METEORITES, especially the Wichigan finds. &
will explain how to identify a meteorite and tell us how we can
help with a project at M8U on wichigan meteorites,

Joe Parish tells us that he has some excellent door prizes.

Wre.. Tehozeski reguects thalt FeserVationNs " rOT tho teRer be made
no later than the 10th. Either semd in the reservation blank

i nel udedionl thethi sdBShETER s ar cald her. at 361=-1405,. . While this
is a potucksathe ielubins furnishifg dinner ralls, ;cofifee and “mi ik
@fe and Betty must know how much of these items to purchase.
PLEASE help to make her job easier by getting YOUR reservation in
as early as possible.
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MINERAL STUDY GROUP MEETING

The April meeting of the Mineral Study group was heid at the

home ofi Mr. & iirsFayReed, with wr. Joe Parish giving the
lesson. We were happy to have the Reed's Daughter and son-in-law
with ws .1 They showed sihiddes taken om a recent trip Lo MexFco.

Of special linterest tn the rock enthusiasts were the buildings
wisth ¢the iairge: mos bas-muraleof naturdl stane, “We et that

this wolulid«be @ lgood use i for some of our materials, buty of
course , tohfa ‘muchesmal ker 1soale.

The INMaytmeetiing 461 sbhisagroupsuill -be at the Home of “MF &'WFs

Joe Parish, 2212 Thernwood & W at 8:00 FM on Thursday, “may 27

with Mrs Lucile Pearl giving the lesson on chapter 8 of zZumberge's
ELEMENTS GF GECLOGY.

Al interested in lesraing the basics of our hobby are wrged to
meet With Us. Please consider this as YOUR invitiation to joknitss
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Lell, the annuali selectien of gandidates Tor thie next. year 1.
been completed under the capable supervision of Casey Doornbia
assisted by Joe Parish and Russ Girard, and a nijce job was
done resulting in an excellent slate of candidates.

Betty Tchozeski came forth with a most welcome assist and is
chairman of our annual potluck. Thank you Henry for the loan
of  your gull for, Thi's woogtiions

Warie Spielmaker has plotted out some field trips that promise
10 be dandies.

Vacations are under way with warmer weather and we want to wish
all vofgers good trips and best of hunting.

Hope to see you at the Annual election.
Jern nionr ke, RResident
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ARNOLD WENDT I11 YOUTH TALENT WINNER

Worduhas: Just ‘reached. ustthat ArneldSiengt ILT isathe first
prize winner for his gypsum car¥ving in the Youth Talent Show
being held at the imuseum. He carved the prize-winning figure
from a piece of gypsum collected on the club fileld sbirip the
the iichigan Natural Storage Company mine earlier this year.
Qur comgratulaiiens o this junior member. Keep up the good
work, e sane paouUd of You.
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PARDON THE OMISSION, PLEASE

Our apolégies to Barb Roys for not using the Qext part of her
S aher a0, THE MEN ST T DRE A Sk S of Aot el B
DRIETER | :Thi s i Ll apgear in the September issge, Le are
running a two-part field Lrip report ™py “Joe Parish in this

and the June issue as it it Sprove o F interest to members going
on vacatieon To the areas that Joe visited on his three-month
trip last summer. Hope some of you will write artlcle§ for

next«falh publication on your summer vacatlens. This 15 ohe
way for you to share your experiences with your fellow members.
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May 12 =« wednesday - 6:30 PM Potluck Dinner, lirs. Betiy
Tchozeski in charge. 8:00 PM Annual ieeting with
election of officers and board members followed
by program on wETEORITES presented by iir. Von
Del Chambertlain, Staff Astronomer at Abrams Planet-
arium at iwichigan State University

May 17 =~ Board of Control meeting at 8:00 PMat the home of
wir & wmrs August Post, 8200 Thornapple River Drive
Caledonia

vMay 27 = Thursday, at 8:00 PM Mineral Study Group weeting
at home of Mr & Mrs Joe Parish, 2212 Thornwood 3W
with iirs. Lucile Pear! giving the lesson

viay 29-30-31 Three Day field trip. Details may be obtained
from iss Marie Spielmaker, Field Trip Chafrman,
at the Annual wieeting or calling her at her home,
Phone LE4~5629

June @ =~ Wednesday, Regular Meeting at Douglas ‘.alker County
Barkid s Brifng aipicniic supper iand use sthe 1 ime
before the meeting, which will begin at 8:00 PM,
to visit with our members

July 14 - liednesday, Regular ideeting at Caledonia County
Park
July29,. 30, 31 and August 1 - ididwest Federation Convention
and Silver Jubilee Show at Evansville, Indiana
August 11 ‘\,ednesday - Rtgular meeting at Townsend County
T Park
September 8 - lednesday - Regular monthly meeting and beginning

of new year with new officers and DUES wILL BE DUE.
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KENT COUNTY SCIENCE FAIR

On the afternoon of Tuesday, April.5, Miss Jane Cichaniewicz and
I attended the Kent County 8cience Fair as judges for the Grand
Rapids wineral Society.

For the benefit of new members it should be explained that each
year our.club gives a Uwinshbaward isto Thhecentrant ‘at the fair
with thevoutstandingsminenalogieal projects .Thiis \is done by
the club as a community service to encourage young people to
enter EARTH SCIENCE EXHIBITS.

Fach year for the past few years there have been more exhibits

to choose from. This year there were approximately twenty. These
were reviewed using the uniform judging rules as outiined by the
Science Fair Committee. By this method the list was narrowed to
six outstanding projects.

After a complete review of these projects, as to thoroughness,
completeness of report and seiemtific intent, We @ecidea to give
our hawand dfonda ypino ject o CARBCRUN CCARBONATE sRRERERTMES & Nlve

felt this project was very complete in detail and best symbolized
the «eihub ymeit fve “in granting sbhils (Pype ofivaward @s 'kt dealt with
one of the primary minerals.

i'When our judging was completed we found this project belonged to
Miss Anme Deckaed.of Blymeaulin daS Es A8 @ clubswe wish to
congratulate her for an excellent project.

Incidentally, Anne was our award winner last year also. 1In
addition to this Anne won an '‘award in the General Judging for
ger effort. This yeumg lady really works hard omgbhese pro jects
and should be am imspiratien fieF our junior membars 1o work on
and rentier Jthils ctyipe o selxliilim fin -future Sciemce 'Faits,

For the Committee
Jim DezZwaan

FLELD TRIREERS

I have written to two places for information about their mines.
I thought that wemorial Day week-end would give us three days so
we cowuld go farther. 1 wrote €@ the fluorite mime in Tilinois
and the sepphice mine in Ohie. IF we dor't getl permission for

a trip to either of these places, how about a tFip to Hamilion,
Illinois for geodes and wuscatine, lowa for agates? (Provided
the iviississippi is back down to it's mormal level) 1 hope Yo
have an answer by the night of the Annual weeting, May 12th,.

would all interested parties please give me their names and
teiephone numbers at the iMay meeting?

warie gpielmaker, Fiekd Trip Chrman:
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A
Parbud by Joe Parish

This article i3 the record of a green horn rockhound's travels
andtExpe mienc es: om et ripotha b tkef ti Grand Rap kdstwom June K7 and
returnad deptember: Oyl # 964 dravel ingt il haa W6 if ool Traicheran « Tt

is written to give the inexperienced traveler and rockhound some
jidea of camping facilities over the route that we traveled, and

some directions to certain gemstcne areas. To experienced travelers
and: Tockhounds! it diseiprobabily o ld wstuff, al tiowmgh tivey mi ghtuprofid
by saving some time in having directions tc some hunting areas that
took me a day or more to find. e are experienced travelers, '
havimg’ traveledidmmeardysal kdhe states s sor travediding 8igsnot
bother us.

1 folnad thatd tyiite @l goed yiden toy take 2 long some igoodl specimens

of rewks and mikeTalis! o r fual b stoek! and: giidfits ols peepldes wWho

do you favors, also for kids that you meet in camps and elsewhere
wiven & ey dumteres ted! i nk Fokk and: mi nicpe I collll ecbions, sl toek Petos
skey stones, and wished that I had some other ilichigan kinds along,
also some finished material, Be sure to take number one material
as that will get interest right away in what you have. Be prepared
for all kinds of weather and temperatures 30° to 1009. Have a
good set of maps of all the states that you Wit [dle viigshistns £ vost
states will send you official state maps and a lot of other useful
information including where to find rocks and minerals.

This account will have to be more ©r less on the ordef of a diary
since we were moving from place to place. wiflehs secomnd of dihe
trip shows that we stopped in 41 campgrounds and covered 10,008
miles. We made mostly short hops between camps, 40 to 280 miles.

First camp was at Petoskey: cittyl camp ground, this is: al goed place,
next Indian Lake State Park = very good, third might Ironwood city
campground - good enough for over night. The next three days in
Pattd son! State Park just southnor Superior , »iseonsim < vienyo nl ces
aind tonlk Fald st here 165 feet fhigmalSe far d tvhaditbeen clodl dye B nichy
and #ainye YElkearing weether: and welterbssad: tines St .1 Lowiiey miver
into winhesota. ' This s beautifulifast etream over: Larges boulders
Shiry recky hidhs, At Thomsen pickediup US reute 200, mostiy wodded
R e colUint ey some Tarmsy,® crioesed Wississippitiri vervat! Brainerd;
at Motley entered US 10 which we will follow hundreds of miles.
Camped in trailer park at wadena that B gL, | & QoRid” Tary tenty or
trailer.

Next morning we were on our way over 10 thru Detroit Lakes, a large
resort area. Crossed the Red River of the North into Fargo, North
Dakota.  Here we got onto a 4 lane highway, US 94 and 10 for 140
miles, This is ranch country, rolling plaims and hot, beginning to
see cottonwood trees. Arrived at Bismark about 3 oietioek. Jhis

wWas the dirtiest state capitol that we ever saw, hot, dry, strong
wind ,Seand Tlyimg, a1 ovelri Didiinotiistop. Crossed: Msssouri River
to iMandan where we turned south a couple of miles to Lincoln State
Park campgrounds - sounds good but it was not. (continued next page)
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THREE MONTHS (contioued)

The' level ground was covered witth tall grass which was sos Tufll of
buge that you bhad teo brlishtsthemiofd by the hamds full., So lwe
selected a place on a side hill with he grasse, One fealire was good
cold wetereoute oftuaspumps. nAfter dhe oo dayswer hadi, I colsldn't gt
enough. Our neighbors that night were school teachers from North
Carolina and after dark we went with them to the Fort Llncoln
Museum,

Jume 25 wasianother: hot day @and our destinatdion was vedora: and the
campground: in the Theodore Roosewve lt Nationail ilemorial Park.  This
issrin dthe Bad: Lands @f Nowithe Dakotey i Wary: wol ol ushs 7o Redd onsi Tha t
can be seen! om a cirele teowr: thau the pearid, @il sonas couples of

prairie dog towns, This is a very good campground on the Little
wigsourt River, Lectures at night by the park rangers. Newt morns=
ing we stopped at the visitors center to hear a lecture and view
pictures! ofit heosurnounding! coumtr ve: Shel onsthe way: agadmlk osleTs

so we stopped at a roadside ice cream stand which had a few rocks
also. Another customer turned out to be a rockhound from New Jersey
who gave me some sharks' teeth and I gave him a nice Petoskey stone

-. @lson gavel eneiito the pretiysgirh in chamge of the stand. » Thi sy wes
at Beach a nice little city just inside the western border of North
Dakota. Two miles out of Beach we entered Montana and were .cpproach-
ing my goal - rockhunting country. Forty miles brought us to
Glendive. JStopped at the information booth and they gave us a large
envelop containing lots of information on Montana. l.e were eurprised
at what was in it, even a polished ilontana agate and a lot of other
things by the Cow Belles of Montana.

Glendive is on the Yellowstone River. The river was h\gh and fast
due to ‘heavy: snow in the mountains the wintercef '63 and'Ew. and
heavy rains in April and way. Natives said no agate hunting in the
river titl late July. PRarked the traaler it ity campground on
bapiik of . thel riverl. @ AR iMesi @ty ol ¢ locks sos hag ehoice: of space;,
under a large cottonwood tree and next to a high enbankment. This
proved to be a good choice for what happened the next night. Nice
camp ground except toilet accmmodations were very poor, better get
acquainted with a nearby gas station. A pump WL Dy deert s Oife Y noms im
the water which I liked but friend wafe didn' Caretaker of the
camp also operates a rock shop. Stan's Agate and G L, Shope.

June 27, Very Hot. Books and magazines say that the MYntana agate
country is along the Yellowstone River from Forsythe te Sidney.

we were up river from Sidney so decided to go there and look over
the couniry om the way for placed te Tind agates. [ had ho ldea
what a Montana agate in the rough looked like so saw an ad for a
reicks shop, dmi 8i dnieys amd iheaded Tonr d teay Hady the radio.on. and,a
special announcement of a very severe thunder storm with heavy winds
was coming our way and would strike Glendive in late afternocon.

A short diistance out of Sfdney we came to:a rock shop run by a
rancher, .e:stopped Snsuko see what hie hiaduwy i Theres wene, Jots: of
agates and a good chance for me -to see what they looked like in the
roughi.: Purchaged a few to study thenstarted back tewards camp to
getl sthierel mhead ©f thieisstorm. ({ocentdnued nextpage)



THREE MONTHS {continued) Page 7

Ficked up a few rocks that looked like they might be agates in a
dry stream along the road. A territiec wind, dust ang Ehundersteorm
struek about 8. olelock sand We wmere .ghad of jour .sheltened place.

Cooslair, seait hie fn 00 L0l et MORR KNG . ~ed sdealer Jrom mear ik
waukee was washing rocks at the pump. He and his family were after
agates and said they had picked up two bushels the day before.
- Yve went over to his trailer to see them and I told him I was a 1.
greenhorn at rock hounding and would like him to look at what I hao
pd cked  up: The dayr-beforie ome ut of -the kot proved tos be fai rily
good. He then told me where they had found theirs since they were
leaving for Sidney and vicinity that afternoon. I pave him about
si.x. pounds, of. Retoskey stones for ks information.. He Lhen. .gave me
another variety of rock that they had picked up at another part of
the state. A friend of his who was traveling with hlm Qho»ed me
a lot of small agates that he had picked up and said "don' t pass
these up as you may be surprised what you will find in them, He
showed several finished pieces that were made from the small .ones.
Beautifuli:

I decided to take off right then for the creek bed they had told

Mes Ot = Afile foat urriied shunch aieok Montana < Osweibolits o mislieas
northeast: to -a graded road that angles to the -lefit of fiithe pavement
A slandmea rlson: the might: of 16 4% stwin elevators .a chistt ke distance
ahead. Foltow carving graded road past end of fenced in land on

r gt Mot sabogity Jo/f8 ‘ofivay i hey B0y Jillgar. creek bed«s s Wil & st metch, . of
creek bed had been worked by seven people the day before 8o did not
expect to find much but some experience. with rock scoop and two
ten-péund burlap bags went down to the creek. Right away began
finding -agate but. mostly the clear type..  Being a greenhorn I
picked up most everything, at -least I learned how to spot agates
friom otiher; sfofes d» boskfion 1stonegs i th a whiste cogting on. Lhem,
Then «itiis jusilel ey sool timg Betoskey stomes. af Ben Vou: know wmhat
to. ook fior. | Petnisfied wood Wwassp hentiful also and I found @ few
smail | pilieces:of wpe lHized woode, Risiiked the bags and fiound. a0 ld
paisl and ikl ed et and, then baok oo .G lendi Ve, &her e f Bsoriten the
mat erdmis and: foand Byam not sboosdliclis was: .gooid »«Siobil afine gyt 0. 0y,
again the next day.

Baclkytothe stineam bed aga i tuppngd ofif graded. Jroad Lo Lhe I ight
at the end of fience, drove about % mile afong fence and parked on
high bank above creek. Down to creek level and thru about 150.
yards of sagebrush, expected snakes to be here amd this is Where
your rock scoop comes in handy as you can feel your wayahead of you
ats base: of brush wme: nocks 50 Bhats af therne ake. Snhakes, present, You

wiowt fody sber  kirabilie; st oy agieit saet ko atid o hane 2.gooc weapon. .l alise
found that, st helps ahimbing 'steep slopes. and 2lso acts as a brake
coming dowm.. < Thils parit: oft the.stfeam had not, been worked by the

other group so I found better material and filled two bags again
with .aglates and: wood. - Just, as I.-was ready {o start back to the car
I discovered adheautiful piece of opalized wood about the size of

a blustie [ichiasikotas «Boyadi & Lrwant sthat e but of COLMREI, 3C Jae B mn 0 1l

it ovemns I was cmohalfoomi ke down -stream . fRomsthe ear and had to
climb a steep 50 foot bank to get to it., (continued next page)




Page 8
THREE WONTH3 (continued)

8¢ | cadly left it lay and I iwmagipme a lot of otaers did fdr the
same Feason. : ‘

June 30 on to Miles City, Augie Post's agate headquarters. Camped
ia fthe city trajler parle st ecfose the Tomsgile River from the ecity
park and down town section. All accommodations here. Cottonwood
trees Weréd shedding their cottons., “Every aay mow s hot,

Next morning visited the WMontana Agate King's place, Klapmeier Agate
and Silver Shop. "Bod, daes he ‘hale Mnific el Firiiisied phecles 'of agate
with beautifll ‘sidenics *i'a thiem ‘ahd “exce'llant mointifngsls * You ‘can buy
them ‘For 20,00 Steh #5EE S0 T Sdou idon Ify ook’ I yod ge that way
and want something beaufiful start saving your dollars now. I did
buy some rough material, his price ,1.50 to ,6.00 a pound and some
he wouldn't sell at any price. I compromised and bought the _3.50

type.

Augie had told me of a man near Kinsey whowas a guide floir “agaities .
So next ‘day Sihedled For Kitisey s ‘1t %e oh Hhe morth ‘sitde ol sehe
Yellowsliome &iver, Take Tirst paved road to right off Wondicinaesas
gfter cRelcsi e thie siver., You will pass thru a hilly countryshen
down to ‘a valley for about twenty miles to the town, a store and

a few houses. Stopped at the store for informtion and a cooling
drink and found thatithe guide was away from home for some time.
Storekeeper told me about a creek four miles fafther along the road
that produced agates every year after the spring high water was
down. A boy in the store who fived on a ranch nearby said that he
and other ranch boys hunted agates for dealers every spring who paid
them 1.00 per pound mine run. He said he would take me to their
spot the mext day. 8o back next day only to find that my guide had
to go ‘to'towrtwith hi's parents. However, ‘he ‘gave Me directions to
the creek which was about four miles farther on. This was a wide
stream bed with but onty ‘a very small amount of water im'it., 1
hunted nearly all day finding a quantity of wood and a number of
fair agates. The tqyme to be on these small streams is just after
the “sprli ng SMleeds ane oVew, ¥ ¥ihen you will hit the jackpot.. ‘/hen

I ‘got back Ho @mp My wife safid "that the caretaker's wife was a
rockhound and wanted to show me her collection. 38Be had quite a
nice collection, a fot of which was given her by travelers whe
stopped in their park. 8he had a quantity of tumbled agates and
told me to ‘el myself. Thig " dild and then breught out -my- Petoskey
stonke bag and told her to help herself. ‘So we ‘spent an ‘evening
with rocks,

Ju iy FEen Ghe Wayk tor B FEingie Lp St hie valley of the Yellowstone,
where we found a camphround west of the city near the river, It had
S1F the Taci it fes' lbut was rifght out iin Thie ‘open wisth tno shade W&t °

SIS TR fyad not “for ‘us ‘ag’ thdt olid “sum Was rea Py Jpouming «Ie on.
.e had heard of a camp at Laurel about 17 miles farther west that
was recommended to us by another camper at iiles City. It is a

good idea to check with other campers who are coming Trom the

direction that you are going as to campgrounds ahead of you.

.hen you get beyond the iiississippi and a native tefls you that

there is a large campground at so and so donElepegt It tolibe

large like we have in "the state parks in Michigan(contineid next
page




THREE MONTHS (continued) Rage ¢

It may be anywhere from 5 to 20 campsites. Of course, ~bhere-are
excepbiomns stch as Jn the nationsl spanks. Oregon has the finest
campgrounds of any state that we have been in ex cept Michigan.
Quir caip. at..Laurel. was, on Lhe bank of the river: and had lTots: of
cottonwood trees for shade plus plenty of mosquitoes as in most of
the camp grounds along the river.. .This was. called Riverside Camp
and, .had good water and good toilets and showers. Llaurel is a city
about the size of Zeeland and the next day Wwag <hhe 4th of .Jitly and
was celebrated with a parade, a very goed ome, amd a barbeqgue.
Ranchers and families from all around came to the city to see the
doi ngsier; Lb dvas extina speci al as. 1964 was. the centennd el of Mon-
tana s, admittance, into:sthe Uniane. ikhe goviernern was. thene also.

In Tact he Was jtihe thigd persom abeac of us .in Lhe chHow JRiRe . 8o
I guess we were Governor Romney's Mfchigan representatives, It was
amusing Lo seei dhig Toeal wpoils ticians £ry to oul do each other for
the governon.. Our nexiti.door nedghbofs that night were from Neb-
raska and were returning from a trip to Alaska and they gave us a
very good account of their adventures along the way.

Aty sbaurel. we: were at: oum nearest .podnt to the Custer Battlefield.,

It was about a hundred miles so got an early start and drove over
there, .l had wanted tesee i1 ever gimee I was a [1itle Kid and read
abopt: the battle of «the Little Big Horn. It was Mmery: . dpoteresting to
me. There is a museum there with relics of the battle and a large
numbe: ofl i or ame st plietiiRing \Siccwes wof the batile and Imndisn life.
On a tour of the battlefield you see the spot where Custer and his
200 men fmiade: the i koot ssitiand sand. Lhe pos i tionis @©f the rest of his
regiment that held s the dndians, upti | helparnivied.

Next day wer were o, oultarey to Liwings ton shivt § o Llewing .the

Yel lowstone valley., Here we located a camp called Geyser, about
thiree Uloeks: o] S 8. T .is prisvat ely owped amd . had. all Tagh.litiecs
A agiroup of sco lkkelgies st Bliksy TiRom i chigan came dnto camp .4 . hittle slater
thad sevening « noa€ Wiare ddinrect by -north of Yehlemstone Park @l fhis
plaice ;. 80 decided to dmivie sbhare .and tour dhe raorth Joop «of Jehe park.
To me the best part of the drive was along the Yellowstone from
Livingstone to the park entrance. iiountains were on both sides with
thie sun, shining 00 .bheim Shaw covered tops, st weas “a beaut ifuls signt.
Peonies i ful! bloom aklaleong sthe way.; Dinner .at Canyon Vallage
Logeoe Ghen joven Juliraven peEsthnd spow Lo Rewen Falls,. . Bears,

dder and moose along the way and cown grade all the way back to our
Campyst  Hikimedksote? |

Jiunly oB0.& - alUps ey sand on wthe giiey bo Butte) ouer our Tirst becs
(Bozeman). .e 'wondered what the car would do with the heavily
leaded trailer bDemind it. OCver the top easily.and.ail the other
passes Tthet were am our rfoute, mest of Them im high, a Tew 10 second
e xeept . awhen: s howed sdowin, wbiyy, swiiteghbacks af held wup by .a truck crawling
up o i hnf oung il eeasiter #ocontrol car whth the trafler @i when going
dowmsgrade than Witk car alone.  .But be .sure -ai |, ,0f Your ,0Eakes ane
in good condition. Just before we got to Butte we crossed the

Conit imientals iDisvisde overy Ripestone JPass .  1AnR] ved at Butte,af 11730
and (found a place in.a trailer park with spols for overnighters ..
went. down: town for our first mai! stop.{continued next page)
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THREE MONTHS (continued)

Butte, the wife's giary says is "dirty, crummy and pild" rhelpe are
still a lot of nice places in the town. Around the mining section
called "the richest hill on earth” are the first settlements of
Butte and like any other city they are not so good. Guided trips’ X
can be taken thru the mining operations both underground and open
pit. The School of Mines Wuseum claims one of the greatest mineral
collection in the world.

The next day we drove to Virginia City, an old gold mining town, now
restored as a tourist attraction. Orove along Alder Creek which now
runs between huge piles of gravel and rock thrown up by dredges daais
which dug for gold in the gulch in the old days. uiillions of
dollars worth were taken out of here. On the way back to Butte we
saw a rockshop sign in Alder so had to find it. It was operated by
an old lady who was an old timer in that section. Bought some
peacock ore (bornite) and swapped Petoskey stones for marcasite

and lead ore specimens from the Butte area. At night our neighbot
from California brought out his portable TV and the campers gathered
around to see Lawrence Lelk and Gunsmoke. Camping is the place to
find neighborly people.

Had Tedd an ‘article in the Lapidary Journal', ‘April’ 1961 (also see
August 1964) about the sapphire diggings near Phillipsburg so
decided to have a look. Take US 10 six miles west of Butte, then
10A ‘thru Anaconda, 31 milés 1o Porters Corners, turn left here on
Montana 38, a gravel road, for about 8 miles then turn right on
first road that follows Rock Creek., Stay on this road for about

15 miles and you will see a number of buildings and a pariking ot .5
and campground on ‘the 'right. “Bhi'e is the headquarters of the
sapphire mine owners. Orive in and they will give you the story

and show you sapphires cut and inthe rough.. You will probably get
the fever then and if you have the digging and washing ability they
will furnish you tools if you do not have them and show you where to
difg. M The feelSie 00 ‘per dealie V8o start Jearly . YOu eam Gamp right
here, a |imited ‘amount of \greceries can be bad 5 i “Ehe ‘storel " IR you
don't want to dig they have 12 quart pails of soi| from the diggings
that they sell for 1.00 each, They will give you a screen and you
can wash it 'right there. It Was getting late when 1 got thepe 'sO

I just Boldght e pailftull ahd Teelk it baeck to “dampie’s I wdivd et awve
much hope of finding anything in it but to my surprise about a

dozen smal! sapphires of warious colors appeared. I intended to

go back and dig but plans were changed that night. In checking our
schedule we found that were running behind and as we had a date to
meet the last week in August in Colorado a new schedule was drawn up.
Utah Was takenm off fthe €riD. ;

Lel e pamphiet put out by the advertising department of the Montana
Highway Commission they mentioned an amethyst mine about 20 miles
eist of Butte, north of US 10. I decided to investigate this so got
an ,early start gnd triegd o locatethe dirt road mentioned. After

a few fTalse starts I rinally picked a road that I thought must be
right and travelled on this several miles around and up and down
hills but no signs of &« mine or diggings of any kind. Then. drove
back to a ranch. house that ] had passed a short distance from the

.'-‘"‘ 5
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highway to inquire about the mine. A half dozen dogs greeted me so
I etaycd in. the ear. A tady finally\eame out and I told her why

I Was there. 8he wassfealnitricnddysantasaidvahblididn’t know of -
such a mine near there but that she had a friend who was a rock
hound and who lived on the highway back towards Butte. I gave

the ranch lady some Petoskey stones which was something she had
never seen before. I drove tg the place she directdd me but no

one was at home. 1 gave 1T up thenm amd went back te camp. Along
in September a package of Montana rock specimens arrived from these
rockhounds who gzid in a letter that the ranch lady had given them
some of the Petoskey stones and they had polished them and were
very pleased with the results. I am getting together some wichigan
gpecimens to send to them, wWystripatlat day was not fruitless
after atl and now have three new rockhound friends. Their letter
said be sure and stop if I ever came that way again.

e

Our schedule said move on and we atarted about 2:00 PM for Spring-
hill campground in the wilderness country a few miles west of
Andeenda . solt weas: a beautiful pirace T you lLike ‘the fTorest, I don
Anaconda is just as clean and new as Butte is the opposite. A
reelkhound could spepnd bwo™weelks ofa monthh in tRis Vielnitiy teo
visit all the places to-search and aeig for minerals. Ve Amaconda
Chamber of Commerce puts out a folder that lists dozens of places.
I want to go back there., This campground would be a good place to
make headquarters.

Again we had fe move on and leave al i this)jgoodl EefRitory, e
planned to camp somewhere near iissoula and passed within a few
miles of the sapphire diggings and came back to US 10 at Garrison.
e ol lowed 10 %0 Wissoula alicmg the Clark Forld River, You don't
see any more beautiful scenery than is along this river. I have
plctures to preove it. After passimg thru wisiseula we agaikm [eft
1@ to turn nortin e 10A and made cemp at Havelli in a private
campground back of a store. Nice green grass and all conveniences.
The owners were very accommodating and nice people and told us of
the National Bison Range a few miles out of town and said we i
should be sure to see it. Next morning got the car lubricated and
checked over to make sure that ‘everything weg OK,' In the.aftere
noon drove to the Bison range, a number of bison were in a 10 acre
enclosed field that had a road around it so that one could get a
close-up of -the animals. &lk and antelope were in another encjlos-
Uret At 3:00 o'cleosl apark cmplodl-e congusts o car tour of the i
range -eachone driving his own car. The trip took two hours and

o 1t vel can see Hhe Bireen im thetE wild state, about 3OO0 ©f Them.
This was a rugged drive arpound sharp U turns and up to the highest
peak., A wemderfiul.view!fromoherednorthrioveriatfitatuval lféytidotted
with farms as far as the eye could see and a snow covered mountain
range to the east., Down hill using second and low gear around the
sharp curves and steep slopes. A herd of antelope raced across
the irange sneak iusue Bontbembss 1it 1F you are eout thasiday,

(the balancenoffatiis articfe will appear in the June issue of the
BDRIBTER: :
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.CUSTOM JEWELRY e é:é{ FhoneLEE-6727
a o 75«@ ?@ //Mﬁ, -
1

Lapidary supplifes and mountings
Open 4PM to 9 PM Monday thru Friday -~ 9 AM to 9 PM Saturday
Ernest and Anna Gifford

Authorized dealer of Highland Park, Covington, Underwood-Allen
and Victor Lapidary Equipment

5703 Taft Ave § W (4 blocks west of Bur lingame,; "1 ‘block sotith of
F0ith Streeat

WYOMING MICHIGAN

AGATES SFECIENS
CUTTING FINDINGS

VCO © Y e

4073 Segwun, (i=91), R R 2, Box 189
LOWELL, il CHIGAN
Open, ok ten 9 Pl Monday thvmu ERilE w8 4y to 5Pid Saturday

Lapidary Supplies Gemstone Jewelry

y :
P O O’c/q//u,ﬁz/
Vi Leonar (adeEastern) Grand Rapids, Mich 49503

Phone 454~1010
iFs: MCONBs, WEDwg SAT..HEStou5 TUES " THURS, BRI .9 169
EVERYTHING FOR THE ROCK HOBBYIST - Large selection of
equipment and suppliesvin stock.at iall times - hundréds
of top quality slabs - finest in Australian Opal -
Sterling Eilver in sheet and wire for the craftsman
aplidary instruekions Silversmithi.ng classes

landwrought sterling silver jewelry wany fine cut stones

GRMND RAPIDu OLDEST COMPLETE RCCK GHGr
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