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The Grand Rapids Mineral Soclety 1s a Non-Profit Corporation

afftiliated with the Midwest Federatlion and the American
Federation of Mineral Societles.

Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 8300
B at the Grand Rapids Public Museum, Main Building. Summer

meetings at various Parks as announced.

Membership dues are #$3.00 per year for a famlly, $2.00 for
Gzl adbilt, =awme B1,00 for cYudents wnder 16 yicaims o o,
Dues are payable to Treasurer-year is from Sept. 1 through
August 51 of the following yeanr,

Ay ertaenine G cthe GLAGTAL DIRIETER g 2t tlae seite o 5500
per issue, Beptember through May only

A0 meherlel Tor pulblicauien saelil oe ba the Bees O W
Fdliiior no lotcr Lhee the 2500 of the meortl wmeecdins the
pubilication, unless an sarlier closing date is announced.

Permission to reprint articles appearing in the GLAGCIal

DRIFTER IS HEREBY GRANTED, PROVIDING PROPER CREDIT IS GIVEN.

Member—~National Bulletin Fditors Association.




e}
I

oy
[d}
‘_l

=
i
fed}

B3

i

R

CM@('\Q““ED D500 3 Bdali)
§§A§» Wads ,Xov. L

\Wed. Nov.9,: €

table will
Monday, Nov.

Wed.,,Nov,30, Mine

v.n., Lapidary & R.Z.Snith, 1443 Treton L.n.,Dﬂ; 4093
. sharr, BREGULAE MEE”IWU~~7 ildengrAuetion. . The Tirsd
closed at 8:ls, znd every 5 to 15 minutes thereafter.
S y n., Board of Control, Casey Doornboz,1917 Rosemont §.5.
%o qtudy @@oun, Fay Reed, %425 Lafayette N.E.,GL.9-6048
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DATES OF INTHREST
Nov.5,6~--Mich.Mineralegical Socie
fal

ty Gem & Mineral Show, Community Arts Dldg.,
Mich.Gtate Fair Grounds, Gatb

e 22, Detroit; Opens at 1Q T a.m.
i s se - s e S e s
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STUDY GRCUYS ATD INTEREST

Every member of the Z.R.Mineral Snc. can find incressed interest and
rere friendly enjﬂymert in some phase of rocks and minerals by Jjoining ene
of our informal study groups. The Mineral group is devoting itself to the

study of f0531ls this year, using the book "Essentials ax Farth History!.

If you like 'to polish etones, @r think you might like fe.and are looking
for infermation and tips on equipment and technic...if you want ideas on
new ways to make up polished stones, inéluding tumbles...if you would
Iike to improve your lapidary technic and bring it up to exhibition stan-
dards...then ycu may enjoy the Lapidary grcup. Everyone attending is
is asked tw bring seme of the wdirk he cr she has done over the summer.
This month's meeting will also feature an idea for a special display
using tumbled stonsg with other materials.
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With the first two fine programs already history, GRMS is really
seas

off to a busy :
The field trip to the Coit Gravel Pit was well attended in spite of

it being a windy day.  Due to my gardening job, I was late arriving and

found Jim VanVuren hunting by himgelf, and even he departed soen after.

Glenn Mervin volunteered at the Ccteber meebting teo jein Jim and Marke
Spielmaker in plenning additional trirs. .They have some interesting
mind, tut if you have some f¢ela trip ideas, make your wishes
known to this ”Ommluten. I should also menticn that we appreciate the
help Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Heaton are willing %o give ug in putting eut the
"Drifaser" when needei. :
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The Yovember meeting is traditionally the Silent Auction, our cne
VOney ralsing project, and since all items are donated by eur members,

h z00d as we meke them. It's truly s fun evening
3f eV@TY”UO rarticipates, and often members acquire realy finds fer
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JUNIAR ROCKHIUNLZ--Have New Plans, New System !

Begistration for the Junior Rockhound group will:be held on
Saturday, Nov.l2 from 18 a.m. until noon in the auditorium of the GiR:
Fublie Museum. This year, however, membership will be limited to 40
members, A years and older, so registration will be on a first-come,
first-served basis, with late-comers going on a waiting list., Member-
ship fee is $2 for the year. A field trip by bus is tentatively sched-
‘uled for Nov. 19. During the year the group. will be divided into &4 or
5 sections in order t¢ give each an oppertunity for lapidary work (6 at :
a time) during the afternoons. For further nfernation, call
Dick Damstra, 45k-2217.

FIELD TRI? MEETS (WIND) RESISTANCE. About 30 people showed up at
the field trip held Satunday, 4lcts 22.at the CoituAvew.gravel pit.. They
found lets of good specimens, including plenty of pudding stone and some
agate, 'and everybody had a good time. DBut the wind got the vest of us,
s¢ nobody stayed long. — Jim Ven Vuren, Chairman

4 IMPORTANT ! Have you paid your duesi Dues. will be delinquent after
the November meeting...and only thcse whese dues have been paid will be
listed in our handy new Membership Directory, to be issued scon.
Treasurer Marian Jennings is the one to see -- dues are $3 per year per
family, $2 for a single adult, or $1 for students under 18 years of age
(if not included in family dues),

DID YOU KNCW that the G.R. Mineral Scciecty has a pertable long and
short wave ultraviolet light, complete with special case {made by the
late Les Pearll) and club emblem, which is availahle free to club members?
It will “be on ‘hand gt our Now. auction for wse in checking out fludrescent
materials. Anyone wishing to borrow it may do so by calling Henry
Tchozeski, Fm.1-1405. A werd of camtion, howeverd 1t is nci for
children to play with, as these rays can be dangerous. Follow directions
carefully, prodect your eyes, and do nct expose your hands to the light
for amy Yength ‘of “time.

WOULD YCU LIXE TC TAKE A MORE ACTIVE PART in the Mineral Soc
When retiring president Dick Demstra aczcepted the society's "thank you
gift of's pen-set, hiswords on Ettins 't ovknow cach ether thiroigh parti-
eipation cgme from the heart. Helping to plan and put cn the programs :
and activities is really mueh more fun than just sitting in a chair and
Iistenine  1TF you “Would ‘Lilce %o Meve 'an active share in tlubd Activities,
don't hesitate to speak to Prosident Nallic Mead sbout it. There are
always projects where we can -1se an extra hand, and we'd like to get
to know you all g little:betiver,

MAWY COLLECTCRS use hydrochleric acid fer cleaning brown ireon stoin
from guartz crystals Ttut this usually leaves a residue of ferric chloride
which requires prolonged washing to remove. Tartaric acid comes in
crystal form, and while slower, will clean as well and its residue is
easily washed off. Place a spoonful cr so of the crystals in water and
immerse the specimen. Tartaric is strenger than oxalic, milder than
hydrccherie.



TATK UP SILEST AUGTIIY

\ /
Christmas is coming--and shopning for any i ¢;9.
rockhounds on your list will B e D N :§R1f53
betedsy atdocur annual } i ; /Q\fj‘s
NOVEMSER SILENT AUCTION % l} (f ]T_ }:Jlﬂ i\k 1 e
Here is your khance Zuc~£et S i ;Ké
gcod btuys on chcice specimens .- A
excellent cutting material, ; , {/\ /”\\gj \
fine fessils ! Invite your e %/ N fuy\ s / )
frignds o joln lie il ] [ D e o mg / é

In case you den't knew how 3
ocur silent aucticn works, it goes ; &

i\‘-‘/"{
i ,‘)\ /
like thig: materials are put out N\ \\ /
B

on tableg, each piece cn a separate //"\ \ //, /

sheet of paper which identifies it. e gty s
g s - £ A -1 = ; 7

There is room on the sheet fcr you to write e }

your name and the amcunt you wish to bid— ? S /1
bids often start ag low as 10¢ unless a : { ,ﬁ
ninimum bid ig gpecified. You may not get 1t g 4

for that, however, beoause anycne else can ccme

alonz and write his name belcw ycurs, with a higher b\ﬂ (by at least 5404
no pennies). 8o yocu have tc watch the sheetx and make sure yours is the
last bid on the list before the table is "elosed". And ncbedy knows
which table is going to be clogsed next !

A o Y s
-§Z$7' NES FEATURE THIS YRAR! - X5
= >

New this year will be o Connoisseur'!s Table -- items on this table
will have a minimum bid of at least $3 or more, ag specified by the demsr.
If an item on this table has nct been sold by the end of the evening, 1t
may be.reclaimed by the donor at that time.. In the rast, a number of our
members have hesitated to give really worthwhile material only to see it
go at a fraction of ites worth. The Connoisseur's Table will prevent this,
yet still give all of us a chance to secure really fine material at a
ly good yprice.

WE XEED Y0U TC BID AND BUY...TC DCNATE AUCTINN MATERIAL...
8h yes, and to deonate cookies, tco!l

Free ccffee will be furnished during the auction, and we would like
to have cookies to go with it, to be gold for 5¢ each., S¢ please, could
you bring along some cookies teo donate tc the refreshment tablef

Bring gcod material for the auction.®
Bring money te buy other material.
Bring peper bsgs or cther containers fer your loot.
Bring a batch of cockies,
Bring your friends.

¥ Nur hard-working auction chairmen need to have as much cf the aucticn
material ag possible ahead of the meeting. If you cannct get your

material to Henry Tehozeski, 2941 Edgewcod ¥.E., Em.1-14C5, cr Jay

Baar, 1941 Fnglewood S.H., $1.2-27C2 —— call them cr any cf the beard

members listed inside the cover of thig "Drifter! and arrange to

hawie 1% picked up.
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UNTING FCR AGATES AND THCMSOWITE

{Copper Harbor, Mich.)

&

by Don Crabbs

Agate: Approximately one mile north
of Coprer Harber is Fort Wilkins State
Park, a beautiful femily camping area—-
especially for rockhounds. You follow
41 porth cut’ ¢f Ceprer Harber sbout cme
mile, uwnsil yow arrive jat 2 sign\peincine
t¢ the right--the park entrance (which is
beyend the Fort entrance.; At this¥pgeint there is @ gadh on the lefs
side cf the highway leading tc the shere c¢f Lake Superior. After
reaching the beach, walk toward the right along the shere until the
basalt cutcrops are reached. The first ocutcrer, extending into the
water, has agates in matrix. The next cutcrop has vein agate which
generally is of peor guality. OConfingin- to the next cuterors~-both
extending into the lake and along shore, good agates the size of acorns
to walnuts can be chipped out. They are very colerful. About the
fourth or fifth outcropving extending into the water there are some
agates appzoximately two inches in size,

e

Acress the bay ycu will obgerve a lighthcuse situated near a btagalt
termation. . There is & large vein“efgusrte Wn Slias fermation in which
some amethyst has been found.

Thomgonite: About 3 to 5 miles before reaching Copper Harbor on
Highway 41 you will see a sign on the right side pointing to TFrench
Annie Sreck. Take the next road to the right after rassing this sign.

Gc down this road for approximately 200 feet, until ycu get tc a little
pu ull-off to the right. At this cpot you will see an area ¢f broken rocks
{from rcekhou unds ). You will find basalt boulders in the sand--some under
trec rcots--with Thomscnite. This is not generally Minnesota quality,
but is colerful,

Thomsonite - Minnescta

Take Highway 61 ncrth out of Duluth aprroximately 2 miles to
Cascade State Park. This rark has somewhat primitive facilitiss but is
& beautiful plage 1o camp, with a friendly ranger named Rill Anderson.

From this campsite there are twc popular spcis to leok for Thomsonite.

One is public and cne is private, requiring a fee. Gc neorth arrroximetely
15 tc 2 miles tc¢ the Thomscnite Beach Co. (a large, year-round home cn the
right side ¢f the highway,. Drive in, gc to the cffice, and lock at
beautiful polished Thomsonite specimens. You will meet a Mr. Feigel (I
think that's how it's spelled), the manager. He will explain the fees,
n. and give yeu directions tc his Themsonite areas. Ee sure ter tell
him ynu want to go tc the area where the green Thomsonites are. They ara
| but difficult to get out. Work around them by at least 6" to

121, make them in the matrix and saw them ocut at heme.
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The public srea is about 344 .0f a-mile further nerth. . You will come
50 oo oenrve tc the left. As you go around the curve you will see a large
sendstone roadecuf on the left side overlying a basalt fermaticn. On the
right will be e secenic pull-off Vlub a geological marker explaining the




geolngy cof the reock cut and areaf

The harber ycu will see is Good Harbor Bay--homé of the beautiful
Themsonites. Look down at the shore frem this pull-cff and you will see
large basalt toulders all ‘along the shore. These are full of Thomsonites.
Most of the cnes cn the surface are very small, tut there are larger :
oneg inside. d

r

From this pull-eff, follow the SanPd Tail ¢urther northiunttl 1%
ends (about 200 feet). About five feet beycnd is somewhat of a road
leading down to the shore. You can drive down it and lead up with.rocks.
You can't see thig road from the highway unless you kncw it's there, but
it is. I know. I've used it the last six years. Have fun, and say
"helle!" tec Bill Andersen if you stop at the park. Tell him "the
Thomscnite man" sent you.

S\J

EDITOR'S NOTE: - In the last two issues, Casey Doornbox and Den
Crabbs have shared their advenitures and their valuable knewledge
of hew to get to collecting areas which they have enjoyed.

Their stories ars worth keeping for the day when you, tco, may
be able to make such a trip. They were written in the hope of
encouraging ‘others to do the same. So--whe's next? We'd all
like to read -about one of YOUR favorite rock ocllectlng trips.

3 s S 5 £ S w s ¢ % St s % 3 5

ROVING REPCRTER ASKS: '"What's the best rock find you ever made?!

"7¢ trilobites in one afternoon, in the Medusa Quarry, Sylvania.! {C.Drornkss}

"A 4% 1¥. chunk of jade along the Grand River at Bradee St (H. Tehozesicls
"Beautiful geodes at the Gray Quarry in Hamilton,I1l1." (Marie Spielkmaker)
"Tepidodendrum, in the gravel wuarry cutside Cascade.! [Blaine Smith)

VEReonisen tesl Sl giker

diameter, with zood eyes, 5 miles south cf
Frond Marais, Minn." (Don Cra

bbg

UGeodes at Hamilton, 111., and copver'at worrer Herfor, U (Jim VanVaren

“A'J% 1b, tiece of gpetrifisd woed, in a ecant lot in Grandville, Mich.
;although it's Arizona woed)." /Virginia Vanturen .

m

IFoenhesni IS i merpdl ag 0, e T e fidad

"A huge L.Savericr Reats, in'a vravel rit west of Grand Rapids.'"/Msrien Mesd

gl

IAPIUARM JOJRNAL sutscrivticn rates are grine A, sE-LEuyen ane
n«annlnz on subseri bwn~ ty this magazine you will save money By sdeingals

zaz
Jell Jasey Dcorntos, 949-5869, =nd he will send in.a
~uVs"r¢pL16n fer yeu--which will give the c¢lnb a nice rebate, to-.

SCECIMENS whiech have teccme tlack or otherwiss stained by dyvine im
ctagnant water may ©te clesned bty scalking them in rfanstiehl, which cen be
parchesed at dairy o )LTlJ Rewses ) T8 wildl Bt hart handsoong con ke

1 s



MIDWEST FEDERATION:MEES: <@ ' #3847 L o, A

Did you know that Barth Science Magazine has printed a booklet
composed 6f reprintg.of.theiy.articles.on foesils. It is cwlled "Hossils
of the Mid-Ccntinent of North America' and is profusgely illustrated.
Ceries may be obtained for $1 each from Harth Science Magazine, I’."N.Box
ool Dewners Grove, Tl 60515. ®r, turn in your money to Club Treesurer
Marian Jennings and she can order them in a grcup. "Harth Science" is the
official publicatisn for the Midwest.

In 1967 our Midwest Conventicn will be ot Davenport, Icwa, with the
ITlowa Gem & Mineral Sox. as hests. All member clubs are asked to have A
club exhibits at this show.

The Midwest is investigating the possibility of hoving reprints made
cf the North West Federation safety manual, which gives the de's and dontis
cf good collecting and which shculd te with every collecter's equipment.
Another pegsibility under discussicn is the idea of esteblishing some tyge
cf identification bureau to which rockhounds could send specimens for
identificution.

The Lincoln Gem & Mineral (lub of Nebraska has donated to the Midwest a
23-slide program, "Field Trip to the Tri-State Ares!, which takes cne on =z
tour through the mines and caves froem which the famous tri-state minerals
ceme. It includes interior shots of marvelous crystal-filled rcoms, and
closeups of many minerals. This is the seccnd slide program the Lincoln
club has prepared and donated to the Midwest library. %

A continuing program in which we all can participate is the American
Federation Scholarship Foundation. How.can we participate? DBy the simple
means of saving Betty Orocker coupcns ! Bring them to any meeting and turn
them over tc¢ the treasurer. They are sent tc the Schelarshlp Feundatien,
along with any cash donations, in any amount, which may be given. Fach
year a Scholarship Award for cutstanding achievement in the field of earth
science is given. It consists of a placque tc¢ the winner and a two-year

rant to an instituticn selected by the winner tc establish a scholership
in his name. This yecar the award was granted to Dr. Frederick H, Pcugh,
best knewn tc most of us for his book, "Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals!.
Dr. Fough selected his own zlma mater, Harvard University, for the grant.
The student receiving the grant is Richard A. Bideaux of Tuscen, Ariz., a
graduate of the U. cf Ariz. in geclogical engineering. The grant will ensble
him to ccntinue his work for his Master's Degrec. Richard has been a
private collector of minerals for 186 years and was the winner of the AFMS
National Trophies I and II in 1965. Gecal of the Schelarship Foundation is
$58,000. At lash report it new bag 527, 559, and sthere were in . the
treasurer's hands 50,008C Betty Crocaer ccupons worth $25N0.

A

LARTDARY HINTS! ‘®xalic acid, mixcd with tin oxide, ferms a herd finish
film on soft mindrals such as labdsﬁer, marble, and travertine.....When
nsing either chrome cxide or tin cxide for pclishing jade, mix it half and
half with vinegar andd water.....Selenite and Eypsum may bc washed in a
weak solution of Lux cor Ivery soap. Beware of detergents that contain
tleach, 8. To Santigue oil§er Jewelry, peint the rlaces t¢ e darkened with
raw ege yoik.'™ Binge ¢if the cof end Tub highlisnts wisth Linde K. ses
Denim Iron-on patches from the dime store make excellent polishing discs.
They will adhere to surfaces where ordinary glue and adhesives will nct.




FOSSILS THAT CCME ALIVE

In 1865, werkmen sinking a pit near Leeds,
England, found a live frog in the center of

large piece of coal 7€ yards beclew the
surfoace. When found, the frog was very dark
in ccler but two days later it was becoming
like the everyday species and was very
lively. * The sean ef c2al from which it was
disinterred was saturated with water ond
prebably this sustained its half-ternid life
through countless ages.

Werkmen laying the foundatien of a heuse had te

split a large stone from the millstone grit and discevered a dark
svherical mass about threc inches in diameter in a cavity ir the sione,
which it had filled. It was o toad, larger than the crmrmon grecies and

£

rker in color. Af first it was torpid but soon begzan t= show signs
life.  In 3 fewsheours, Bt tegan te hor slowly and moved about the yuord
for several days. Then the men stopped watching i t and logst track ef it.
The workmen laid ane-hualf of the stene in the wall to show the cavibty.

During the 1920's, live fr2gs were found among the bones of
ammoths and sabsr-tocthed %izers in a sand and gravel pit-near
rnd rick, @kla. They were encased in clay talls hardennd Lo hoglk,
7hich had to be Treken cren with a sledgs hammer. (It has been written
that frogs burrow betwsen rainy spells and sometimes a flash flond
rolls them .infelay which “he 'sun hardens, imprisconing them.) Some nf

b .\

=

the reck-like clay balls from Andy Hellemon's gravel pit contained
dead frogs and scme live ones, their mouths grown shut through the
Lo

uries. They were without pigmentation and so transparent one ceuld
heir hearts beating. BSudden expcsure caused seme of them to
, but if cuickly immersed in water they
continued tc live, some ss lonz as n month.
//O“-
m the (/\ O /’\
DS 3 were

ithsonl Rl St s
iving at the time of the msrmorhs end .
saber-tnrothed tigers, among whose bone
they were found,
—=Fromban article in FATH <§\§::
Mazezine, as reprinte
L T

NCMIKATED FCR ZXOELIEMCE in wublis relaticns: Harney Slovmty s erecon.

t a feseinating colcorad trechure with maps, a separate folder

oo TCPKS ok | darney Coligty. gn outline ¢f current matters of drizrest that
would make any rcockhound drool, and a list of teourist accomods

odat
ineluding rguvo, Phopesioeac:l 18 youlre plenningicn going ibhad Swagy yweutil
warh %o see this firgi., Sample hint frem the rcekhound felder: UWhen
ney Cou ntj s o are s inodonkt Shous o v
nlrh

7 7
v
1% away. D3ome wiser Reckhound will some aleng snd rick it up.!
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CUSTOM JEWELRY T E A CGA-T RE E Phone LE2-6727
Lapidary Supplies and Mountings
Open 4 PM to 9 BM Moﬁday thru-Friday 9 AM to 9 FM Saturday
Ernest and Anna- Gifford

Authorized dealer of Highland Park, Cowilngten, andTictor
Lapidary Equipment

3703 Taft Ave. SW (4 Blocks west of Burlingame, 1 block south
of 36th gtreel)

WYOMING MICHIGAN

B0 Tl Mo £58 0R:0: €6 BBt &

776 Leonerd. Nis (alleiasern ) ; Grand Rapids, Mich.
Phone 454-1010 49503

Hours t: Mon. Wed« Batee9-te. 5 5 .. Tues Tﬁurs, ErdidageQniton 9
MINERAL SPECIMENS -~ CUTTING ROUGH & SLABS -~ TOP QUALITY OPAL
LAPIDARY’ AND CARVING EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES -~ AUTOMATIC LAP3
Books -~ Findings - Silver (sheet & wire):= Silversmithing tools
Silversmithing classes Lapidary instructions

CAPOCHONS AND FACETED STONES

"GRAND RAPIDS' OILDEST COMPLETE ROCK SHOPY

A LET A SEe R0 Koo 0 R

3022 Coit NE , Phone 363-5394
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Hourss Mon, Lo Sats 10 to 6 & 7 to © Bunday »12 %o 6

ROUGH & POLISHED GEM STONES CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY
LAPIDARY SUPPLIES : TUMBLING & CUTTING MATERIAL

NATIONALLY KNOWN FOR CHOICE MATERIAL AT REASONABLE PRICES
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COMMERCIAL GEM POLISH

Here 1s the answer to high priced polishing compound. Ultra Gloss
polish has been tested by many of the local rockhounds anAd the
larger West Coast commercial gem polisher companies and has been
found to be as good as or better than tin or cerium oxide polishing
nowders., It 1s purchased by meny of these and other companies in
ton lots, due teo 1t's peliwine anilicy,

$1.10 per pound eor 5 1 o 85,00

CUTTING MATERIALS MACHINERY FINDINGS ABRASIVES FACETING SUPPLIES

BEAUTYCRAPT SALES €0. 2444 Porter Ave. SW Grand Raplds, Michigan

o 4 e i S e em g 2 e erm—— e

|
|
SILVERSMITHING TOOLS ONYX CARVINGS CASTING RESINS

WalNT & WANE 4T
Want to trade specimens? Fiﬁd a ride?
Share a book? Find a soﬁrce ner materﬁals?
FREE!---One want &s per member; must be :
concerned with some phase of tune rock
hobby. 4ds must be written out, signed, and

mailed to the editoer.

e v
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The Grand Rapids Mineral Society
776 Leonard N.E.

rand Rapids, #ich. 49503
neturn Postage suaranteed
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